SER MON 


OCCASION'D 


By the Death. of the late Learned, 


Pious and Reverend 


. WI LIAN LoRIMER, A M. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, 


Who died on the 27th Day of Octoler, 1722. 


| His Funeral Sermon having been accidentally 
omitted, This was preach d, at the Deſire of 
fſome Friends, to the Scots (Lunch in Swallow- 
ſtreet, K. James's, Weſtminſter, on Lad 
Day, the a7th of Oftaver, 1723. | 


By James kids. A. M. Miniſter of as ng 
Church, and Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
David Earl F Buck an. ; 


—— 


Now publiſh'd at their Requeſt who heard it, and much 
enlarged; with a Refatation of the Errors of the Sotinians, 
Fythagoreans, Papiſts, and others, concerning the Kate of 
the Dead: And concluding. with a brief Account of * 
LonimMEtR's LE. 
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TS»... 
The Right Honourable 
DAVID Earl of BUCHAN, 


Viſcoynt eAuchterhouſe, 
Lord Cardroſs and Glendowachie, 


One of the Lords Commiſſioners of 


Police in SCOTLAND, 


And Lord Lieutenant of the Counties 


of Sterling and Clackmannan. 


Mx Loxp, 


pSeaw H O' the late Reverend Mr. William 
BIZ Lorimer, born and educated at Aber- 
deen, near your Country of Buchan, 
had not the Honour to be perſonally 
known to your Lordſhip; He was no Stranger 
to your juſt Character, and was wont to expreſs 
a very great Eſteem of your Perſon, and your 
ancient noble Family : eſpecially for your ſtrict 
Adherence to the Honour and Intereſt of Scot- 
land before the Union, and of Great- Britain ſince 
that Period ; for your affectionate Regard to the 
Welfare 


Cw 


| Weltze of the Church of Scotland, with true 
minations; and for your Zeal for ſerious Religion 


The DEDICATION. 


Charity to all good Chaiſtiansof other Deno- 


9 Chriſtianity in general, which is more 

ro be regarded than any Denomination or Party . 
of Chriſtians under Heaven: And as the Death 
of that excellent Perſon was the Occaſion of the 
following Diſcourſe, I thought it my Duty to 
ſhelter it under your Lordſhip's Patronage. The 
Publication of it has been ſo long delay'd from 
a View to print with it a certain learned Ma- 
nuſcript of Mr. Lorimers; but it cannot be 
found among his Papers: and therefore I hum- - . 
bly hope your Lordfbip will be pleaſed to accept ® 
of the Sermon alone, as a fincere Inſtance of my 
Gratitude, having the Honour to be, with the 

moſt profound Reſpect and dutiful Aﬀec- 


tion, | 


My NosBrEt LoR p, 
Your Lord ſhip's 
moſt obliged and 
| moſt obedient Servant 9 | 


James Anderſon. 


IS AI AH lvii. 1, 2. 

The Righteous periſbeth, and no Man 
layeth it to Heart, and merciful 
Men are taken away, none con ſide- 
ring that the Righteous is taken 
away from the Evil to come. | 

He ſhall” enter into Peace, they ſhall 
reſt in their Beds, cach one walking 


in bis Uprightneſs. 


8 FROM the tenth Verſe of the forcgoing 
Chapter, the Prophet ſharply reprehends 
the Watch-men of Judah, or their Teachers; 
aud here he reproves the Inconſiderateneſs 
of the People, their not laying to heart 
the Removal of righteous and merciful Men from 
among them by Death, their not improving ſuch 
Turns of Providence by ſerious Conſide ration, in or- 
der to return unto God, from whom that Age and 
Race had ſhamefully departed : For which Iacon/ide- 
rateneſs, and other Sins, he forctells their approaching 
Captivity in the ſubſequent Verſes of this Chapter, 
and in the Text he affords us the following Matter 
of Diſcourſe. - 
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T That righ:cous and © merciful Men, each one 
walking in his Uprightneſs, muſt die as well as others. 


II. But that their Death is differenced from that 
of all others, by ſpecial Advantages attending it, and 
conſequent of it. 4 | — 

III. That we fhould lay to heart, and ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the Death of righteous and merciful Men, 
for ſeveral good Ends. 


I. That righteous and merciful Men, each one 
walking in his Uprightneſs, muſt die as well as others. 


They are here called, 5 

1. Righteous, not abſolutely, without fault and 
perfect, for there is no juſt Man that doth good and 
ſinneth not; but comparatively with the Hypocrite, 
the Profane and the Unbeliever, the Profligate, the 
apoſtare Race before the Captivity : They are found 
inGod's righteous ways,endeavouring to workRighte- 
ouſneſs, as becometh all ſanctified Believers in Chriſt, 
with all Diligence and Care, and ſorry at heart for 
their Failures and Short-comings, breathing after and 
haſtening unto perfect Holineſs in the World to come. 
Or elpecially in God's account they are righteous, 
having believed in the promiſed Meſſiah, (meaning 
here the Old Teſtament Believers) the bleſſed Sed of 
the Woman, the Goel or Redeemer, the Shiloh or 
Peace-maker, the {ent of God, of David's royal Race 
to be deſcended according to the Fleſh, to be conceived 
and born of a pure Virgin, his Name to be Inmanuel, 
God with us, and the Government to be upon his 
Shoulders whoſe Name 1s the Wonderful, the Counſel- 
lor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace, as afterwards Believers were inſtruc- 
ted by the Prophet to ſay, Fer. xxiii. 6. In his Days 
Judah 
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Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall duell ſafely, and 
his Name ſhall be yu mm Jehova Tiidkenu, the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs. By theſe, and many other Diſ- 
coveries of the promiſed Saviour, we may warranta- 
bly ſuppoſe, the old Teſtament Saints had a diſtinct 
Notion of being juſtified before God, or declared 
righteous thro' him, who by virtue of the Promiſe 
did juſtify all the ungodly that believed in nim from 
the beginning of the World, he being the Antitype of 
all their Offerings and Sacrifices tor Sin, and the 
Lamb ſlain by the Appointment of Heaven from the 
very Fall, tho' we under the new Teſtament have a 
more ample Revelation of him, bleſſed be God, I 
ſay, their Faith was accounted unto them for Righte- 
ouſneſs, as they were the ſpiritual & of holy 
Abraham, the Father of Believers, and in God's ac- 
count they were truly righteous, tho” not always in 
the account of Men, who are often miſtaken in their 
Opinion of thoſe who are juſtified before God and 
ſanctified by his holy Spirit. 

2+ They are here called merciful Men, or ſuch as 
give good Evidence of their being righteons, by thus 
mitating and following the righteous God, whoſe 
tender Mercies are over all his Works, and glories in 
thar Attribute which he has, by the Mediation of 
Immanuel, made to triumph over his vindictive Jul- 
tice: Men of Pity and Beneficence, or more eminently 
righteous than others; Men of Kindneſs or Godlineſs, 
and ſeem to be well diſtinguiſh'd by the learned Apoſtle, 
Rom. v. 7. for ſcarcely for a righteous Man will oxe die, 


yet peradventure for a good Man ſome would even dare io die; 


where he alludes to the common Diſtinction among the 
Jews of People righteous, merciful and wicked;the righ- 
teous Man was good, harmleſs, innocent, and unjuſtly 


- condemn'd; but their merciful Man was eminently good 


or uſeful in his Generation, an Ornament to Re- 
ligion, a common Bleſſing and a Comfort to good and 
godly People, eſpecially to the diſtreſs'd Objects of 
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Mercy and chriſtian Sympathy. Oh! how repugnant 
to this was the Character of tnoſe that liv'd immedi» 
ately before the Captivity, when all the merciful 
Men were taken away! | 1 0:7 
3. Righteous and merciful Men, each one walking 
in bis Upriehineſs ; by which the Prophet intends what 
was not very common in ſuch evil Times as are here 
foretold, when the Teachers and they that were 
taught were gencrally gone aſtray, and either aſham'd 
of the righteous ways of God, or afraid of the cruel 
Mockings and other Perſecutions attending that Pro- 
ſeſſion; or were indeed a Shame, a Reproach and 
Scandal to it; and ſo they could not exert any T#ppycix 
or confident Profeſſion of the Faith once deliver'd to 
the Saints; Or if they made ſome Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, to entitle them to the external Privileges of God's 
People, which have been always highly valued by 
Hypocrites, they had little more, perhaps nothing of 
the true Practice of Piety, and, like their Succeſſors 
the Scribes and Phariſees, affected only external Reli- 
gion, to be ſeen of Men, to be whited Walls and 
painted Sepulchres, fair without and foul within: 
Or if Gog's chaſtning Hand upon them did incline 
them to pour torth a Prayer, and in their Trouble to 
viſit God and learn Righteouſneſs, yet how ſoon was 
their Affliction removed! they difcover'd theirRighte- 
ouſneſs to be only like the early Cloud and the Mor- 
ning Dew, melted and diſſipated by the riſing Sun of 
Projperity, and neither ſubſtantial nor durable. Where- 
as rae ſpiritual Heroes here deſcrib'd, did walk in 
bein Uprightneſs, or their whole Converſation, their 
teady Courle of Life was upright and agreeable tg 
their confident Profeſſion, and it continued upright 
until they were taken away from the Evil to come; 
each cue walking in his Uprighteſs, or holding faſt the 
Profeſſion of his Faith without wavering, perſevering 
alſo in the Practice of Picty, perfecting Holineſs in the 
Fear of God, not caſting away his confident Profeſ- 
, 
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ſion, which has great Recompence of Reward ; but 
holding on his way rejoicing; not weary of well do- 
ing, but by a faithful and patient Continuance there. 
in looking for Glory, Honour and Immortality: Nay, 
thus they are ſuppoſed to walk in their Uprightneſs, 
in every State and Circumſtance of Life, in Proſpe- 
rity and Adverſity; and alſo where- ever Providence 
did caſt their Lot, (for the Words have a large Im- 
port) and were careful of approving themſelves to 
him that ſearched their Hearts, and ſaw them in ſecret, 
more than to the gaping Crowd and cenſorious 
World. In ſhort, their Religion was both ſound and 
laſting; not only were they righteous and merciful, 
but walked alſo forward in their upright way, until 
at laſt they enter'd into Pcace. 

Burt all this perſevering Piety exemprs them not 
from the Arreſt of Death, who has receiv'd a general 
Warrant to remove in God's appointed time every 
one of Adam's Offspring. This the very Heathens 
have gravely and elegantly diſcours'd of, and the 
People of every Age, and of all Nations and Reli- 
gions have own'd it, as daily Experience will prove it 
to the end of time; whereby the holy Scripture is al- 
ſo conſtantly fullfill' d; in which we are inform'd, How 
God having lefc our firſt Parents to their own Free- 
will, with a Capacity of abiding in their primitive 
happy State, permitted the Adverſary, the Chief of 
the fallen Angels, the Prince of Devili, to deceive and 
murder our firſt Parents; for thus he is characeris'd 
by him that came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 
Joh. viii. 44 — He was Mur derer from the leginniag, 
and abode not in the Truth; becauſe there is no Truth in 
him ; for he is a Liar, and the Father of Lies. Our firſt 
Parents indeed were not immediately executed ac- 
cording to the Rigour of the Sentence, In the Day 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die; but were gra- 
ciouſly repriev'd, that they might have time to re- 
pent, anc to beget a numerous Ott-ipring, ſome of 


which 
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which might be deliver'd from the Curſe of the Law, 
and ſaved thro* Chriſt the bleſſed Seed of the Woman, 
that ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Serpent, the Ad- 
verſary, or Satan, in the Fulneſs of Time, and who has 
done it gloriouſly. But from their firſt Tranſgreſſion our 
Parents became mortal, were dead in Law ; and under 
Sentence of Death they begat their Off-ſpring, who 
are all born under the ſame Sentence, and mult all 
therefore die without Diſtinction, as the Apoſtle 
Paul informs us, Rom. v. 12. Wherefore ai by one Man 
Sin enter d into the World, and Death by Sin, and fo 
Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all have finned. 
Not only the wicked and unbelieving part of Man- 
kind muſt die;-but even the righteous, the merciful 
Men, each one walking in his Uprightneſs, mult ſo far 
magnify God's holy Law, as to ſubmit to the Stroke 
of Death; nay, even the Mediator CHRIS r, before he 
arriv'd at his Mediatorial Kingdom, was crucify'd, 
dead and buried; tho' not upon his own account, his 
humane Nature not deſcending from Adam by ordi- 
nary Generation; but for our ſakes that believe in 
him: Nor was his Body corrupted in the Grave, as 
all others are; for the holy one of God could not ſee 
Corruption. Therefore not only to honour God's 
juſt and holy Law muſt good Men die; but even in 
order to be conformed to their Redeemer, and, like 
him, to enter into Glory by the way of Suffering 
and Death. Our Fathers, where are they? They are all 
dead and rotten in the Grave: The Prophets, do they live 
for ever? no ſure; for they are all dead and buried, 
except Enoch and Elijah, who were changed in a 
Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, as by the ſame 
Almighty Power of God the Saints that are alive at 
the laſt Day ſhall be changed, or their mortal Bodies 
without rotting in the Grave ſhall put on Immortali- 
ty in a Moment: They ſhall not die as we do, nor be 
buried at all; but in a Moment they ſhall taſte ot 
Death, tor the Honour of God's Law, and in the 


Twinkling 


1 
Twinkling of an Eye they ſhall revive, for the Honout 
of Chriſt, and be cloathed with ſpiritual, powerful and 
glorious Bodies, like thoſe who are raiſed from the 
Grave, that they may with the others be fit to meet 
the Lord Redeemer. I ſay, the Prophets are all 
dead and buried, except Enoch and Elijah, who were 
tranſlated. to Heaven, as the more eminent Types of 
the future Aſcenſion of the promiſed Meſſiah the Medi- 
ator ; but all others are turn'd into Duſt, however ac- 
compliſh'd and dignify'd they were intime: For Adam, 
Jared, Methuſelab and Noah, the four oldeſt Men that 
ever liv'd, died at laſt; ſo Abraham the Friend of 
God, and Moſes the Man of God, the Typical Me- 
diator, whoſe Body God buried himſelf ; ſo likewiſe 
the moſt valiant Sampſon, and Solomon the wiſeſt of 
Men, Aaron and all his reverend Prieſthood, Da- 
vid and all his royal Race, Jſaiah and all the other 
Prophets, the learned and eloquent Apoſtle Paul, and 


all the other Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, and 


all the righteous and merciful Men of every Age, are 
gone and left us to bewail our Loſs, to conſider the 


End of their Converſation, and to wiſh their Places 


may be well ſupply'd. Nay, many of em hade died 
violent Deaths by the bloody Hands of open Perſe- 
cutors or ſecret Murderers, were tortured, not accepting 


Deliverance upon the diſhonourable Terms of their E- 


nemies, that they might obtain a better Reſurrection; and 


others had Trial of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yea 
moreover, of Bonds and Impriſonments, many of em dying 
in Goal ; they were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were 


tempted, were ſlain with the Sword; they wander d about 


in Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented, (of whom the World was not worthy) they wander d 
in Deſerts and Mountains, in Dens and Caves of the Earth, 


until God was pleaſed to take them home to himſelf 


from all Evil. This indeed feems to be intimated by the 
Phraſe in the Text, the righteous Man periſbeth; for in 
perſecuting Times the more righteous a Man is, the 


more 


. 


more he is expos d to periſh by the Hatred and Fury of 
bloody Men: And in this Senſe the Words contain 
2 Prophecy of the wretehedly wicked and perſecu- 
ting Times preceding the Babyloniſo Captivity, of 
which the Prophet ſpeaks in the following Part of 
this Chapter. Nevertheleſs, the righteous Man may 
be ſaid to periſh in Death, not that it can be his un- 
doing (as we ſhall ſee by the next general Head ot 
Diſcourſe) but that he periſheth from us, or is remo- 
ved, and vaniſheth out of our Sight, to our great Loſs, 
tho" few lay it ſeriouſly to Heart | 


II. But vin Death is different from thas | of 
others, by ſpecial Advantages attending it, and 
confoquent of it. | 


There are tat mention'd by the Prophet, vis. 
I. They are ber away from the Evil, 

II. They ſhall enter into Peace. 

III. They ſhall reſt in their Beds. 


Theſe are very conliderable Points of Difference, 
that make the Death of the Righteous ſo very deſire- 
able, and the Day of their Death better to them 
than the Day of their Nativity. 


I. They are taken away from the Evil (ſo it is in 
the Original) either fome terrible Calamity, as our 
Tranſlators conceived by rendering it, the Evil 10 
come, or all Evil in general. | 

1. They are taken away from the Evil to come, 
or from ſome fore Judgment, or Evil of Puniſhment 
hanging over the World or their Country, or their Fa- 
mily or Place of their Abode. Thus godly Enoch was 
tranſlated from the Rage and Fury of the old "IJ 

ang. 
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and ſaw not the Deſtruction he foretold, as the ine- 
vitable Conſequence of their general Apoltacy ; as 
afterwards his Son good old Methuſalah, by Compu- 
tation, died a few Days betore the Flood came to 
{weep them all away: For God in great Kindneſs and 
Care of ſome of his Saints, before an overflowing 
Scourge, a dreadful Havock, a fore waſting Plague; 
or any general or particular Calamity come on, calls 
them home to Heaven to enter into Peace, as He cal- 
led Noah and his Family into the Ark before the 
Flood began. So Joſeph, and his Brethren died, be- 
fore the violent Perſecution, and cruel Bondage of 
their Poſterity in Egypt, began under Rameſſes Miamun, 
the new Pharaoh, that knew not Joſeph, and lighted 
the Records of his good Deeds to the People, eſpe- 
cially to the Crown of Egypt. Gideon likewife died 
before the Hraelites prov'd ungrateful to God, and 
him, and before his baſtard Son Abimelech the Uſur- 
per ſlew his 70 lawful Sons upon one Stone at Oph- 
rah. Hezekiab, the religious King of Judab, and this 
Prophet Iſaiab, had Peace and Truth in their Time, 
and died before the prophecied Deſtruction of that 
Kingdom; as alſo Jofab, the pious King; for tho' he 
died in Battel, no doubt he enter'd into Peace, and 
was in Mercy taken away from the Evil that came 
upon his Royal Family; as the Propheteſs Huldah 
foretold, when in God's Name ſhe denounced the 
Babylonih Captivity, 2 Kings xxii. 15---20---, { have 
alſo heard thee, ſaith Jenovan: Behold therefore I will 
gather thee with thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered in- 
zo the Grave in Peace, and thine Eyes ſhall not fee all the 
Evit, which I will bring upon this Place. And ſo before 
that terrible Cataſtrophe mary good People died, 
according to the Text (atlowing it to be a Prophe- 
cy relating to thoſe Times) and were in Mercy ta- 
ken away from the Evil to come, from taſting of 
that Cup of Trembling with mournful Jeremiah, who 
was kept alive, as God's Meſſenger and ſpecial Wit- 

C neſs; 
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neſs, but in his Agony wiſh'd he had never been 
born, or that he had died with other pious Men, and 
had never ſeen the dreadful Overthrow. | 

2, They are taken away from all Evil in general, 
We are warned in God's Word, that in this preſent 
World we ſhall undergo many Evils, that many are 
the Afflictions of the Righteous, that thro' much 
Tribulation we travel to Heaven, and living here 
only by Faith, and not by Sight, as Warriors, Pil- 
grims and Travellers, Believers in Chriſt have many 
Enemies to encounter; for they wreſtle not only with 
Lieb and Blood, Creatures of the ſame Mould, but al- 
fo with Principalities and Powers, the Rulers of the Dark- 
neſs of this World, and ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high or 
heavenly Places : And as their Life is a ſpiritual War- 
tare, ſo it is a Chriſtian Race, which they muſt run 
with Patience and Hope of obtaining the Prize. 
Our bleſt Redeemer has not deceiv'd his Followers, 
by promiſing them worldly Advantages; but has 
plainly told 'em, that if any Man will come after 
him, he muſt deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs ; 
having thus warned them to count the Colt before 
they begin to build, before they take Journey, be- 
tore they go to War, before they make Profeſſion of 
his Holy Religion; and not to wonder, if they meet 
with many Evils in this World, but to look for their 
Reward in the World to come, the very Proſpe& of 
which is more than a Compenſation for all that they 
can undergo in the Way to it. The Apoſtle Paul 
aſſures us alſo, that if in this Life only we had Hope 
in Chriſt, we were of all Men the moſt miſerable, 
becauſe of the many ſore Conflicts and Troubles at- 
rending this Lite: For tho' they are righteous, they 
are {till Sinners; not one Day paſſes without matter 
of Repentance, and they muſt be made perfe& thro' 
Suffering, the Cauſes of which we may a little con- 
ſider. | 


The 
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The meritorious Cauſe then of all thoſe Evils, is 
the greateſt Evil of all, their Sin and Folly, their Im- 
1 and Vanity, their Pride and Carnality, their 
Neglect of Watching and Praying, and their Formali- 
ty in the Diſcharge of Duty, their Short- comings, O- 
miſſions and Commiſſions, ate enough to juſtify God's 
Providence in permitting them to fall into the Hands 
of many Enemies, and to ſend many Evils upon 
them; ſometimes to afflict them in Soul, either by a 

deep Senſe of Sin, or by a load of Grief on many ac- 
counts, that none can know but God and their own 
Hearts ; ſometimes in Body, by Diſeaſes and Pains, 
or by the Oppreſſion of Perſecutors; in their Family 
alſo, by the Death, or the Diſtreſs, or the Wickedneſs 
q of Relatives; likewiſe in their Circumſtances, being 
ofren reduced to Poverty by loſs of Goods ; and ſome- 
times in their Reputation, by the unjuſt Clamours 
and Reproaches of the World, being often treated 
as the Off- ſeourings of Mankind: and as if they ought 
not to partake of the common Rights and Privileges 
of Men and Chriſtians, they have been often depri- 
ved thereof. 

Next the inſtrumental Cauſes are, 1. Satan, the 
Church's firſt, inveterate and incorrigible Enemy, the 
Commander of the Legions of the fallen Angels, who 
taught Janne and Jambrees long ago to counterfeit the 
Miracles of Moſes, was a lying Spirit in the Mouth 
of Ahab's falſe Prophets, was the Inſtrument of all 
Job's Evils or Diſtreſſes, and who even attackt the Head 
of the Church himſelf, tho' in vain, and will contj- 
nue to exert his infernal Skill and Malice againſt 
thoſe that make up the myſtical Body of Chriſt, un- 
til God conclude him in Chains of utter and everlaſting 
Darkneſs; that is, when God gives him leave, or 
lets him looſe on his People, as an Hangman or Exe- 
cutioner, as the Rod of his Indignation, not elſe; 
tor tho' he affects to be the God of this Huld, the 
Prince of the Powers that frequent the lower Re- 
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gion of the Air, and the Spirit that ruleth in the Chil- 
dren of- Diſobedience, he can neither by himſelf, nor 
by any Deputy or Inſtrument, do any one Thing 
without leave from God; much leſs can he diſturb, 
tempt and vex any the leaſt Believer in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that many of 'em are more fear'd than 
hurt, fooliſhly aſcribing to Satan what belongs to God, 
and often blame him without Cauſe, when they have 
more Reaſon to blame themſelves. A 

2. Wicked Men and Perſecutors ; for however at 
variance in other Things, they will, like Herod and Pi- 
late, agree in diſtreſſing the Righteous ; and there- 
tore, Marvel not, if the World hate you, ſaith St. John, 
1 Ep. 3. 13. This is the natural Produce of the 
old Enmity between the Seed of the Serpent, and 
that of the Y/oman, diſeovered ſoon in Cain, and has 

more or leſs raged in every Age. 

3. Zealots and Bigots, more concern'd for the Tra- 
ditions of their Fathers, than for divine Revelation 
and fundamental Truths; as Elijah was oppreſs'd by 
the Worſhippers of Baal, and our Lord Redeemer by 
the Kribes and Phariſees, who excommunicated all that 
would openly acknowledge Chriſt, and join'd the ve- 
ry Sadducees againit him and his Followers, tho” in 
other Things they were moſt oppoſite : None were 
more zealous tor old Traditions than the Jews, and 
none were ſo violent Perſecutors of the Apoſtles ; as 
all rhat regard human Traditions for the Rule of 
Faith and Lite, will ever prove the Enemies of Men 
truly Righteous, that have no Rule but the written 
Word of God; and if they are poſſeſs'd of worldly 
Power, are the more terrible and intolerable. 

4. Apoſtates uſually, and Hereticks are bittereſt 
ot all, and verify the old Saying among the Chri- 
{tian Slaves in Turky, that a Kunnagado is worſe to em 
than a Turk, This might be much inlarg'd upon by 
many Inſtances in Hiſtory, if it were needful; but it 
is generally granted, and needs no further Illuſtration 


or Proof | 5. Nay, 
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5. Nay, imprudent Chriſtians too, and Men others 
wile righteous, may very much contribute towards 
the many Evils of the Righteous, or by ill Manage- 
ment they may be very troubleſome to one another; 
whereby ſometimes the Harmony of Churches has 
been interrapted, and the Peace of good Families 
broken, to the Grief and Vexation of many other 

righteous and merciful Men, that are willing to pre- 
vent or cure Church Diviſſons. 

In ſhort, they are attackt from all Quarters, and 
live in perpetual Jeopardy every Moment; but who- 
ever are the Inſtruments of their many and various 
Afflictions, God himſelf is the efficient Cauſe; all 
things are of him whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all, 
there is no Evil of Puniſhment or Chaſtizement in the 
City, and the Lord hath not done it, without whoſe 
Providence not an Hair of our Heads can fall to the 
Ground: For as Eliphaz the Temanite ſays, Jeb v. 
6. AMfliction cometh not forth of the Duſt, neither 
doth Trouble ſpring out of the Ground like the Graſs, 
but are wiſely ordered of God, as it were, by Weight, 
Number, Meaſure, and Duration, for holy and gra- 
cious purpoſes ; not only for the Advancement of his 
own Glory, but even for the manifold Advantage of 
his own People, for the due Exerciſe and Tryal of 
their Graces, tor purifying them as Gold in the Fur- 
nace, for making them more humble, more ſtrict, 
more depending on himſelf, and leſs on the Crea- 
ture, more watchful, more prayerful, mor? confor- 
med to the Lord Chriſt in all his jmitable Excellen- 
cies, for the more abounding of their Joy and Com- 
fort, for giving them an Evidence of his Fatherlv 
Love, and of their Title to the heavenly Glory thro" 
Chriſt, for qualifying them to enter into everlaſting 
Reſt, to make it the more welcome and deſirable, 
that they may Jong to be diflolved and to be with 
Chriſt, to be raken away from the Evil, and to enter 
into Peace. | 
OS But 
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But for all theſe peaceable Fruits of Rightepuſneſs, 
ſtill no Affliction for the preſent is joyous, - but grie- 
yous; and therefore the Death of the Righteous is 
happy and deſireable, bettes to them than their 
Birth, as by it they are taken away from all the 
Evils to which they are now liable. Man is born 
unto Trouble as naturally as the Sparks fly upward ; 
But when righteous and merciful Men die, they are 
deliver'd from all Trouble, from the meritorious 
Cauſe thereof, from the Bondage and Burden of Sin, 
and from all Temptation to it, from making that old 
Complaint, Rom, vii. 24. O wretched Man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death? for they 
can {ay on a Death-bed, Thanks be to God, that giveth us 
the Victory, thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! Where is then the 
Fury of the Oppreſſor? They are removed beyond 
its Power, and taken away alſo from all the Sorrows 
and Griefs, Cares and Toils of this preſent Life; 
Theſe cannot reach beyond the Grave, where the 
wicked ceaſe from Troubling, and where the weary 
are at reſt, Indeed, all Chriſtians are not equally fill'd 
with the joyful Proſpects of Heaven in a dying Hout; 
God for juſt and wiſe ends permitting ſome to die in 
the Dark; their State is good, their Salvation is cer- 
tain, tho* they are not fully certain of it, and at beſt 
have only a faint glimmering Hope, and no great 
Triumph of Faith, while travelling thro' the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death ; but yet the Foundation of 
God ſtandeth ſure, the Lord knows them that are 
his, will be their Guide even unto Death, and bring 
them all ſate home at laſt. But other Chriſtians are 
greatly honoured of God in a dying Hour, and en- 
abled to triumph, ſaying, I have fought a good 
* Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
** Faith, I have no more Adverſaries to encounter, no 
* Burdens to bear, no Toils to undergo, no longer to 
be oppreſſed with Cares, Fears and Griefs; my Re- 
** pentance is at an end, and my Faith and Hope are 
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* now a finiſhing too: Henceforth I bid adieu to this 
t lower World, going home to my Father's Houſe in 
Peace to partake of my bleſt Redeemer's Glory, 
But however they die, tis certain, they are all, with- 
out Diſtinction, taken away from the Evil to come. And 

II. They ſhall enter into Peace. Mark the perfect 
Man, and behold the upright, keep your Eye upon 
him, and you'll find the End of that Man is Peace: 
Whatever Evils he grappled with in his Time, whatever 
Sorrows and Toils he underwent in his Journey, he 
arrives ſafe at laſt at his Father's Houſe in Peace; and 
all is well that ends well. In handling this compre- 
henſive Advantage following the Death of the Righ- 
reous, I ſhall, 

1. Account for the Place where this Peace is enjoy d. 

2. Shew how this Peace is expreſs'd in Scripture. 

3. Wherein it more eſpecially conſiſts. 

4. And briefly conſider the Certainty of it. 


1. The Place where this Peace is enjoy'd, is not 
yet known to us, as it will be at laſt; for we live here 
by Faith, and not by Sight; therefore we muſt govern 
our Apprehenſions of it by the Holy Scripture, with- 
out which we had been as ignorant as the Heathens. 
They indeed had ſome confus'd Notions of Happi- 
neſs beyond the Grave, talkt of their Ehſian Fields, 
and wiſely owned no Man to be happy before Death : 
Others of them would rapturouſly talk of deifying 
their. Heroes, or inrolling them among the Gods; as 
many of their Gods were only deify'd Men, by 
whole Names they called the Stars and Conſtellations, 
prerending at the Sight of thoſe to worſhip the Gods 
whoſe Names they bore, and who reign'd,as they fan- 
cied, at Eaſe and Pleaſure above them. Thus they amu- 
ſed themſelves with thoſe airy Fancies and Fictions, ha- 
ving loſt the Traditions of Noah, or confounded them 
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with their own vain Imaginations: Only by Reaſoti 
and Philoſophy, they readily knew that the World muſt 
be vaſtly extended above our narrow Views; and find- 
ing no Place here below worthy of the everlaſting Reſi- 
dence of a good Man, they ſuppoſed the Place of 
Happineſs to be above the viſible World. | 

But the Word of God aſſures us, there is a Place 
or Part of the World beyond theſe viſible Heavens, 
where God is pleaſed to diſplay his immenſe Glory 


in a more ſpecial, ſolemn and refulgent manner, than 


any where elſe—The Place where God's Throne is 
faid to be ereced; for Heaven is his Throne, or 
the Place where his Glory, as the univerſal Emperor, 
is molt diſplay'd; tho' the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain him, who is infinite and immenſe— The 
Place from whence the eternal WORD is ſaid to have 
deſcended in order to be made Fleſh, and to dwell 
amongſt us as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And unto 
which he aſcended after his Reſurrection, with his ex- 
alted and glorify'd humane Nature; for then he paſſed 
thro' the Heavens, Heb. iv. 14 The Place where he 
15 now exalted at the Father's right Hand, on the 
right Hand of the Throne of God, at the right Hand of 
the Majeſty on high, or in the higheſt pitch of Glory, 
as Mediator, far above all Principality and Power, 
Might and Dominion—And where his humane Nature 
is reſerved, until the time of the Reſtitution of all 
things The Place from whence he deſcended, and 
appeared to St. Paul at his Converſion at Mid-day, 
in a Light from Heaven above the Brightneſs of the 
Sun, near Damaſcus, and ſpoke with him there And 
trom whence he will come at the laſt Day to judge the 


World, attended with the glorious Retinue of his 


Saints and Angels. 

This Place is repreſented and deſcribed in many 
parts of holy Scriprure, not as it is, but as humart 
Words can expreſs it, by a Variety of Names; ſueh 
as—Heaven—the Heaven of Heavens The third 
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Heavens The new Heavens The new Jeruſalem 
The heavenly Jeruſalem—The Tabernacle of God 
The Temple of the Father The Holy of Holieſt, 
where we haveAcceſs with our Prayers thro'che Blood 
of Chriſt The Building of God The Houſe not made 
with Hands eternal in the Heavens The holy Hill 
or Mount of God The City of the living God= Our 
native Country Our Father's Houſe, where there are 
many Manſions of Glory Of which the Apoſtle 
John had a Viſion in the Iſle Patmos when he receiv*d 
the Revelation, and gives us an amazing Account of 
it, Chapter xxi. and xxii. And which the Apoſtle Paul 
beheld at his Raviſhment or Tranſport into the third 
Heavens, 2 Cor. xii. 2. Cc. The Place where the ſe- 
parate Souls of the Righteous are made happy with 
Chriſt until the general Reſurre&ion; for where he 
is, there muſt alſo his Servants be, according to his 
Promiſe—And where the Righteous, after the Day of 
Judgment, will enjoy God and the Redeemer in un- 

ſpeakable, uninterrupted, compleat and eternal Reſt, 

Life and Peace. This is the World of Peace, into 

which the Righteous enter when they are taken away 
from the Evil. 

2. I ſhall ſhew how this Peace is expreſs'd in holy Scripture 5 
for God has been pleaſed to afford us a few Hints of 
it in a Variety of Expreſſion, without which we had 
certainly formed a Fool's Paradiſe or carnal Happi- 
nels, as all have done that have not guided their Ap- 
prehenſions of it by the Light of Revelation, by which 
we know that the Word Peace in the Text 1s a Bre- 
viat of the Happineſs of the ſeparate Souls of the 
Righteous till the Reſurrection, and in which it is 
called The Glory to be revealed even at Death-A 
reſting from the Evils of this preſent Life The Reſt 
of the People of God—a being ſeated before the 
Throne of God—Eternal Life and Bleflednels—a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs—a Crown of Life—a Crown 


of Glory The Enjoyment of an Inheritance incorrup- 
d D tible. 
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tible, undefil'd, and that paſſeth not away A ſitting 
upon Thrones—a partaking with Chrift of his Media- 
torial Glory, or fitting with him upon his Throne 
— Paradiſe or Garden of Delights—The Kingdom 
of God The Kingdom of Chriſt—The Kingdom of 
the Father—The Kingdom of Glory--The Kingdom 
of Heaven The Joy of our Lord The Boſom of 
Abraham—a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory—ln God's Preſence there is Fullneſs of Joy, 
and at his right Hand there are Pleaſures for ever 
more, which are begun to be enjoyed at Death, when 
the Reſt or Sabbatiſm in Heaven, remaining for the 
People of God, commences, which will be for ever 
tranſacted by them without the Help of earthly Means. 
Thus the everlaſting Peace or Happineſs of the 
Righteous is deſcrib'd in holy Writ, in a Style more 
lofry or ſublime than any other Authors were ever 
capable of, and as a thing more unſpeakably excel- 
lent than what they could ever communicate, except 
when any of 'em have borrow'd from the holy Scripture. 
But I ſhall next explain, | $550 OS 

3. Wherein it more eſpecially conſiſts. Indeed Eye 
hath not ſeen it, nor Ear heard it, nor has it enter'd 
the Heart of Man to conceive it aright; and if the 
Peace of God, which in this preſent World keeps the 
Hearts and Minds of the Righteous, far ſurpaſſeth all 
humane Underſtanding or Comprehenſion, ſurely the 
Peace of God, that is the Happineſs of the Saints in 


the World above, mult be alſo incomprehenſible to us 


here below; for it doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
be; and the Apolile Paul, when he was caught up to 
the third Heavens and Paradiſe, (whether in the Body, 
or out of the Body, he could not'tell) heard unſpeaka- 
ble Words there, which it is not lawful nor poſſible 
for a Man to utter here. But the Souls of the Righ- 
teous being at their Death made perfect in Holineſs, 
as they are entring into Peace, in order to be capa- 
ble of the higheſt Bleſſedneſs, and the Word Peace 


here 
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here importing all heavenly Happineſs, we may ac- 
cording to Revelation conclude that it eſpecially 
conſiſts, | | 

1. In a wonderful Union with God thro' Jeſus 
Immanuel, who has exalted the humane Nature 
above the Angelical, in whom dwells all the Fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily, and whoſe humane Nature, 
thus highly dignify'd, is the Means of our Dignity in 
uniting us to God, as his adopted Children thro' Chriſt, 
which 1s.an Honour that the Angels are not capable 
of; for in the holy City, the neu Jeruſalem, perhaps, 
after the Day of Judgment, a great Voice will be 
heard, ſaying, Behold the Tabernacle of God is with Man, 
and he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his People, 
and God himſelf ſhall be with them and be their God, Rev. 
xxi. 2. 3. Which is in part verify'd at Death. 

2. From whence flow to them the Communica- 
tions of God's infinite Love and ſupreme Glory, and 
all his Wiſdom, Power, and Holineſs are applied 
to them; nor will any thing be with-held that may 
contribute to their Peace, Rev. xxi. 4, 5, 6, 7. 

3. And from both reſults the exuberant Enjoyment 
b of God and Chriſt ; for if Believers here can ſay, 

(1. Pet. 1. 8.) Whom having, not ſeen we love, in whom, 
tho now we ſee him not, yet believing, we rejoice with Joy 
unſpeakable, ' and full of Glory ! we may well ſuppoſe 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect enjoy God, and 
rejoice in him after a more ſublime manner, and far be- 
yond our Conceptions ; for (Rev. vii. 14, c.) They that 
came out of great Tribulation, and have waſh'd their Robes 
and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, are there- 
fore before the Throne of God, and ſerve him Day and 
Night in his Temple; and he that ſitteth on the Throne 
ſhall dwell among them ; they ſhall bunger no more, ueither 
thirſt any more, neither ſhall the Suu light on them, nor any 
Heat; for the Lamb which is in the Midſt of the Throne 
ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living Fountains of 


Eater, and God ſhall wipe away all Tears from their 
D 2 | Eyes 
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Eyes. Thus their Souls are elevated to conceive and 
partake of the higheſt Bleſſedneſs in the Enjoyment of 
God; their Underſtandings being fill'd with the moſt 
pure, - Light, with which they are inabled 


to ſee God, not thro' a Glaſs darkly, but as it were 
Face to Face, or in all his moſt glorious Attributes: 
Their Hills alſo and Affections are compoſed and fra- 
med into a full and perfect Inelination and Propen- 
ſity towards God, from which they conceive un- 
ſpeakable heavenly Joy, being made perfectly holy, 
without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. 

4. In a ſweet and ſerene Glorifyiug of God and the 
Redeemer, joining in the conſtant Chorus of the four 
myſtical Beaſts with fix Wings, each full of Eyes, ſay- 
ing, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, 
aud is, and is t0 come! And with the four and twenty 
Elders that fall down before him that fits upon the 
Throne, and worſhip him that liveth forever and ever, 
caſting their Crowns before the Throne; and ſay ing, 
Thots art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory and Honour, 
and Pouer; for thou haſt created all Things, and for thy 
Pleaſure they are and were created! Rev. iv. 8, 10, 11. 
And in the next Chapter we read, that when Jeſus 
Chriſt the Lamb of God ſhew'd himſelf worthy to 
open the Book, and to looſe the ſeven: Seals thereof, 


Ain Heaven join'd to ſing a new Song, ſaying, Thou 


art worthy to take the Book, and to open the Seals thereof ; 


for thou waſt flain, and haſt redeem'd us to God by thy 


Bleod out of every Kindred and Tongue, and People, and 
Nation, and haſt made us unto God Kings and Prieſts, 
and we ſhall reign on the Earth! And again ſaying, with 
a loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
ceive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Bling! And again, all Crea- 
tures Join'd in aſcribing Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory, 
and Power unto him that fitteth upon the Throne, aud unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. So in the 7th Chapter we 
read, that when the numberleſs Multitude of the 
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redeemed of all Nations, Kindreds, People and 
Tongues, cried with a loud Voice, ſaying, Salvation 
20 our God, which fitteth upon the Throne, and unto the 
Lamb; All the Angels, the Elders and myſtical Beaſts, 
worſhipping God, reply'd, Amen ! Bleſſing and Glory, 
and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Power, 
and Might be unto our God for ever and ever, Amen ! So 
Chap. xi. 15, Oc. When the ſeventh Angel ſounded, 
there, were great Voices in Heaven, ſaying, The King- 
dom of this World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever: Up- 
on which the tour-and twenty Elders fell from their 
_ Seats upon their Faces, and worſhipping God, ſaid, 
Ie give thee Thauks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, 
and waſt, aud art to come ; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee 
thy great Power, and haſt reigned ; aud the Nations were 
angry, and thy Wrath is come, and the time of the Dead 
that they ſhould be judged, and that thou ſhouldſt give Re- 
ward unto thy Servants the Prophets, and to the Saints, aud 
them that fear thy Name, ſmall and great, and ſhouldſt de- 
ſtroy them that deſtray the Earth. Likewiſe Chap. xii- 10, 
Cc. when the great Dragon, the old Serpent call'd 
the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
World, was caſt out into the Earth and his Angels 
with him, a loud Voice was heard in Heaven, ſay- 
ing, Now ig come Salvation aid Strength, and the King- 
dom of our God and the Power of his Chriſt ; for the Accu- 
ſer of our Brethren is caſt down, who accuſed them before 
our God Day and Night; and they overcame him by the 
Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word of their Teſtimeny, 
and they loved not their Lives unto the Death. So Chap. 
xv. 2, Cc. They that have gotten the Victory over 
the Beaſt and his Image, do ſing the Song of Moſes 
and of the Lamb, ſaying ; Great aud marvellous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty ! juſt and true are thy Ways, 
thou King of Saints ! Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy Name? For thou only art Holy; for all 
Nations ſhall come and worjhip before thee : For thy Judg- 
ments 
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ments are made manifeſt, So Chap. xix. 1, &c. Upon 
the Deſtruction of myſtical Babylon, a great Voice 
of much People in Heaven was heard, ſaying, Ale- 
luja ! Salvation and Glory, and Honour and Power unto 
the Lord our God; for true and righteous are his Judg- 
ments; for he hath judged the great Whore, which did cor- 
rut the Earth with her | Fornication, and hath | avenged 
the Blood of his Servants at her Hand. And again they 
ſaid, Aleluja: And a Voice came out of the Throne, 
ſaying, Praiſe our God, all ye bis Servants, and ye that 
fear him both ſmall and great : And the Voice of a 
great Multitude, as the Voice of many Waters, and 
as a Voice of mighty Thunderings, ſaying, Alleluja, 
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ; let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give Honour to him ; for the Marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and the Bride hath made her ſelf ready. 
Tis true, ſome of theſe Acts of ſolemn Praiſe 
may be reſerved for the State of Glorification after the 
general Judgement; but moſt of em are performed be- 
fore that Period by the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect with the holy Angels; and by theſe we may 
conclude, that the Peace they enter into at Death 
comprehends a ſweet Glorifying of God and the Re- 
deemer: Nor can we ſafely ſpeak of it, but accord- 
ing to holy Scripture ; for otherwiſe we only darken 
Counſel with Words without Knowledge. 

5. The bleſſed Society above is a very conſider- 
able Addition to the Peace of the Righteous there; 
for at Death they leave the Company of Sinners, and 
enter into the Company of God, the Ancient of Days, 
and the Mediator Jeſus Immanuel; the four myſtical 
Beaſts, and the twenty four Elders, an innumerable 
Company of Angels, and the other Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect, the Cloud of Mitneſſes gone be- 
fore them, the Saints of the moſt High, unto whom 
Thouſands of Thouſands miniſter, and Ten Thou- 
ſand times Ten Thouſand ſtand before him. 


And 


623) 

And thus the Righteous enter into perfect Peace or | 
conſummated Happineſs, every thing being compleat, ö | 

and nothing wanting to make them perfectly happy, 

but the Redemption of their Bodies from the Power 
— of the Grave and the Bondage of Corruption; when 
both reunited in the compleat Man at the Reſurrection, 
They ſhall enter into more ſublime Peace, conſumma- 
red, uninterrupted and everlaſting. But now at Death 
their Souls are ſaved till that glorious Day, and are 
as blefled and happy as their ſeparate State is capable 
of ; which is the End of their Faith, and the gracious 
Reward of their Obedience: For bleſſed are the Dead 
that die in the Lord, from henceforth ! (from this Time of 
\ their Death) yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their Labours, and their Works do follow them ! | 


IV. Ifhall confider the Certainty of the righitecus and mer- 
ciful Man's entering into Peace, when he is taken 
away from the Evil to come. | 


"Tis true, this Peace is expreſſive of the unſeen Glory, 
the Glory that is yet to be reveal d; and that therefore 
highly tranſcends the Comprehenſion of Mortals : But 
it is certainly ſecured for us, if we are true,Chriſtians ; 
and we have the beſt Evidence for it that the Thing 
is capable of, even the whole Tenor of Holy Scrip- 
ture and good Reaſon; which will the more appear by 
examining a little the various erroneous Opinions con- 
cerning ſeparate Souls. FE 
1. The Scepticks, Epicureans, Sadducees and Socinians, 
with others of leſs Note, hold that the Soul of Man is 
naturally mortal, and dies with the Body, as they ſup- 
poſe its Eſſence is material, or ſomething compounded, 
tho* of mote ſubtile Matter than that of the Body; 
and is therefore afrer Death uncapable of Joy, or 
Grief, or any Knowledge, or any Actions; Death, in 
their Opinion, being not a Diſſo/ution of the Union 

between the eſſential Parts of a living Creature, but 


rela- 
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really a Paſſage into Non-Exiſtence: Only the Socini- 
ans think that the Souls indeed remain, but as uſeleſs 
as Bodies till the Reſurrection, when God will cauſe 
the Souls of Men to return into the State of Exiſtence, 
in order to a Reunion with their new formed Bodies : 
For as they term Death a Non-exiſting, ſo they call 
the Reſurrection a new Exiſting ; and aſſert that the 
Soul is dead without the Body, as much as the Body 
without the Soul. Theſe Enemies of Truth are ma- 
ny of *em learned Men, and boaſt of their Opinions 
being ſupported by Reaſon and Revelation, tho? both 
are againſt them. | 
1. Thoſe of them that own the Bible, plead firſt 
Job xiv. 10. Tea, Man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where is 
e? Tho' this is ſpoken of the Man compleat in Soul 
and Body, not of a ſeparate Soul: Which is alſo An- 
{wer enough for Pſalm xxxix- 13. Before I go hence, and 
be no more! That is, no more upon Earth a compleat 
Man: And enough too for Eccl. iii. 18, 19, 20. That 
the Sons of Men might ſee they themſelves are Beaſts, the 
fame Thing happening to both; as the one dieth, ſo dieth the 
other ; yea, they have all one Breath ; ſo that a Man hath 
no Pre-eminence above a Beaſt, all go unto one Place, all are 
of the Duſt, and all return to Duſt again Tho' theſe 
Words cannot ſerve their Turn, Solomon's obvious In- 
. tention being only to ſignify, that Mortality is equal- 
ö ly common to Men and Beaſts. So Eccl. iv. 3. Tea, 
better is he than both they (the Living and the Dead) 
which hath not yet been; for that is ſpoken with reſpe& 
to the Miſeries of this Life only, as it follows, who 
| hath not ſeen the evil Work, that is done under the Sun, 
which the Living ſee, and the Dead have ſeen. Nor 
will they part with Eccl. ix. 5. For the Living know that 
they ſhall die, but the Dead know not any Thing, neither have 
they any more a Reward ; tho' the wiſe Man ſpeaks only 
of Things done in this Life, and of temporal Re- 
wards; as appears from Verſe 6. Alſo their Love, and 
their Hatred, aud their Envy is now perifhed ; neither have 
they 
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they any more a Portion for ever in any thing that is dont 
under the Sun: Beſides other Texts not to their purpole, 
when duly explain'd. But they argue alſo, that the 
Reward of Believers is reſerved till the Day of Judg- 
ment, from 2 Tim. iv. 8. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge ſhall give me at that Day; and not to me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love his Appearing : Whereas the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks only of the conſummated Blefledneſs of 
the whole Man at the Appearance of Chriſt for the 
general Judgment, which is no way oppolite to the 
begun Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous after Death, when 
their Souls enter into Peace, reſt from their Labours, are with 
God, in God's Hand, and with Chriſt, which is beſt of all ; 
and are therefore capable of Glory before the Reſur- 
rection, when that Glory, tho' now unſeen, will be ma- 
nifeſted and reveal'd to all the World, 1 Pet. i. 5. 

2, Nor are they more ſucceſsful with their boaſted 
Reaſon; for they alledge, 1. That all we aſcribe to a 
Spiritual Soul, is the Effect only of Matter and Motion; 
which we deny, and they cannot prove it : Beſides, at 
this Rate, the Sul is a needleſs or ſuperfluous Thing. 
But the Souls Dominion over the Body, by making a 
rational Choice, tho' ever ſo croſs to the Delights of 
the Fleſh, its captivating the Body by Reaſon, and de- 
termining the Body to endure the moſt grievous Tor- 
ments, and the Soul's Ratiocination in general, can ne- 
ver be the Effect of Matter and Motion: 2. They 
ſay, The Soul in its Operations depends upon exter- 
nal Objects, and is therefore material and mortal. But 
the Conſequence is not juſt : for a pure Angel may 


well perceive ſome things by being converſant with 


material Creatures, without commencing material 
himſelf: Nor is it true, that all the Acts or Opera- 
tions of the Soul depend upon material Objects; for 
many of em, eſpecially thoſe of the Uzderſtanding and 
the Mill, have no Dependance at all upon Matter. Oh! 

what glorious Diſcoveries * the Reach of Senſe 
| is 
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is the Sou] capable of! how marvellous are the innu- 
merable Products of the human Underſtanding without 
the leaſt Dependance on Matter! Surely the Reflex Acts 
of the Soul upon its ſelf, its Extatic Motions,and its Ab- 
ſtrat Ideas, have no Connection with material Objects. 
3. They would have the Soul to be material and cor- 
ruptible; becauſe it acts upon, or actuates the material Body: 
which it could not do, ſay they, if it was immaterial, be- 
cauſe of the Diſproportion between Matter and Spirit. But 
a Child may refute this Argument; for God acts upon 
all his material Creatures, and Diſproportion hinders not 
even Matter itſelf from acting upon Spirit, but Diſabi- 
lity only; far leſs can it hinder a Spirit from acting 
upon Matter. 4. They aſſert, hat whatever had a Beginning 
muſt have an End; not duly conſidering, that tho* what 
is Begotten may be corrupted, yet the Hul, being crea- 
ted ſpiritual, can be only annihilated by the Almighty 
Creator ; and therefore it follows not that of its own 
Nature it may be, and muſt be corrupted, becauſe it is 
not capable thereof. For Reaſon tells us, that the 
Eſſence of a rational Soul is not like That of a 
Beaſt, a material Firm only, and depending upon 
Matter, but is merely ſpiritual, and void of even the 
moſt ſubtile Matter; becauſe its rational Operations 
are not corporeal, nor confin'd to any certain peculiar 
Inſtrument like thoſe of the Senſes ; and therefore its 
Faculties are not corporeal, but rational ; which plainly 
argues its Eſſence to be immaterial without Quantity, 
and conſequently ſimple, or not compoſed of eſſential 
Parts, Matter and Form, nor of any Parts, but is 
really indiviſible and immortal, cannot be corrupted 
or diſſolved, having no Principles of Corruption or 
Diſſolution ; nor has it any Conflict ariſing from con- 
trary Qualities, as the Body has. Nor is it conſiſtent 
with God's infinite Wiſdom to allow only the ſame 
Exit for Men as for Beaſts, when their Creation is ſo 
widely ditterent ; nor with his Juſtice to aſſign no Ad- 

| vantage 
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vantage for the Righteous above the Wicked after 
Death. 

I might further argue the Sus diſtin& Subſiſtence, 
and that it muſt live after the Body dies, from its 


being wntainted with bodily Diſeaſes, from its 


Capacity of enjoying unſpeakable Serenity, and from its 
being lively and vigorous when the Body is oppreſt, 
and decays even unto Death; from the Souls mot 
diſtin Views and Operations when the Body is faſt 
aſleep ; from the natural Conſcience of all Men, that will 
not permit them always to ſhake off the Belief of the 
Soul's Immortality, and are fond of a good Name 
after Death; from the Var or Struggling between the 
Fleſh and the Spirit in good Chriſtians ; from their 
Communion with God in ſublime Acts of Devotion, 
which proves the S depends not on the Bod); 
from the Peace and Joy of a dying Saint; and from 
the amazing Deportment of the holy Martyrs, who, 
with a well grounded Hope of their immortal Souls 
being happy in God's Preſence until the Reſurre&ion, 
joyfully endured the moſt exquiſite Sufterings, as if 
they had had no Bodies, the Pleaſure of their Souls over- 
coming the Pain of their Heß, and expired in an 
holy Triumph of Faith, their Souls exulting, like Per- 
ſons that are deliver'd from an Houſe of Correction. 

Thus we have good Reaſon on our Side, and Reve- 
lation too ; for in the holy Scripture the Soul's Immor- 
tality is plainly diſcoverable : Firſt, by the Covenant of 


Grace between God and the Patriarchs, which being 


everlaſting, the Parties contracting muſt be everlaſting 
too; as our Lord proves againſt the Sadducees, who 
deny'd the Reſurrection, Matth. xxii. 31, 32+ But as 
touching the Reſurrection of the Dead, have ye not read that 
which was ſpoken unto you by God, ſaying, (Exod. iii. 6.) 
I am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God 
of Jacob (long after their Bodies were turned into 
Duſt) ? God is not the God of the Dead, but of the Living; 
and therefore their Souls are alive. The human 
Sul was originally created after the Image of God, and 
| 2 iT 
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it muſt again return unto God who gave it. Did not the 
Blood of Abel cry for Vengeance on his Murderer ? 


were not the Souls of Enoch and Elijah carried up to 


Heaven? has not God in his Word denounced many 
Threatnings to the Diſobedient, and propoſed many 
Promiſes ro the Righteous under the Old Teſtament, 
which cannot be ſuppos'd to relate only to Temporal 


Things, without the greateſt Contempt of Religion ? 


And has not our Lord charged us not to fear them who 
kill the Body, but are not able to kill the Soul ; but rather 
to fear him who is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body 
in Hell? has He not illuſtrated this in the Parable of 
the rich Glutton and poor Lazarus? has not the Apoſtle 
Paul ſhewn it, firſt with reſpe& to himſelf, Phil. 1. 
23. ſaying, I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a Deſire 
to depart and to be with Chriſt, which is far better, than to 
abide in the Fleſh? whereas it had been far better 
for the Apoſtle to have remain'd uſeful in the Church, 
than to be quite extinguiſh'd or nonexiſtent. And next 
he ſbews it with reſpec to all true Believers (2 Cor. v. 
I, 2.) ſaying in the Plural, for we know that if our 
Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle was diſſolved, we have a 
Þuilding of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal 
in the Heavens, So, at the opening of the 5th Seal, St. 
Joon ſaw under that which was in his Viſion the 

epreſentation of the great Altar in Heaven, ſome 
Repreſentation alſo of the Souls of them that were 
flain for the Word of God, (Rev. vi. 9, to, 11.) cry- 
ing with a loud Voice, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
doſt thou not judge and avenge our Blood on them that 
dwell on the Earth? — To whom it was ſaid, that they 
ſhould reſt yet for a little Seaſon, until their Fellow Ser- 
vants alſo, and their Brethren that ſhould be killed, as They 
were, ſhould be fulfilled Nay, all the Ties of Religion 
will ſoon be diſregarded, when once Men perſuade 
themſelves that after Death nothing of a Soul exiſts ; 
which Perſuaſion is properly owing to their Unwilling- 
neſs to know anq believe what would create to them 
much Diſquiet and Unealineſs, and not to the Want 
of Evidence fom both Reaſon and Revelation. 
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II. The next erroneous Opinion is that of the 
Soul-fleepers, who aſſert, that after Death the Soul is 
not extinguiſh'd, and dies not, but that it is aſleep 
ſomewhere until the Reſurre&ion, and wholly unca- 
pable of any Joy, or Grief, or Action. This they 
think to ſupport by certain Texts, ſuch as, Pſa. vi. 5. 
For in Death there is no Remembrance of Thee, in the Grave 
who ſhall give Thee Thanks? Pſa. Ixxxviii. 5, 10. &. Like 
the ſlain that lie in the Grave, whom Thou remembereſt no 
more: Wilt Thou Wonders to the Dead? ſhall the Dead 
ariſe and praiſe Thee ? ſhall thy Loving-kindueſs be declared in 
the Grave, or thy Faithfulneſs in Deſtruction? ſhall thy 
Wonders be known in the Dark, and thy Righteouſneſs in 
the Land of Forgetfulneſs ? Iſa. xxxviii. 18. For the Grave 
cannot praiſe Thee, Death cannot celebrate Thee; they that 
go down into the Pit cannot celebrate thy Truth. Job. iii. 
13. Why dyd I not from the Womb ? for now ſhould I 
have lain ſtill and been quiet; I ſhould have ſlept, then had 
J been at Reſt, Eccl. ix. 10. For there is no Work, nor 
Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave. 

Whereas thoſe Words are ſpoken of natural and 
Jenfible Actions, that are proper only for the Living, 
for Men in their Perſons, or compleat Men conſiſting 
of Soul and Body united; as appears from a parallel 


Place, Pſa. cxv. 17, 18. The Dead praiſe not Jehovah, 
neither any that go down into Silence; but Wo (that is, the 


Living) wil bleſs Jehovah from this Time forth and for 
ever more. So that the juſt Meaning of thoſe Expreſ- 
fions is, that the Dead praiſe not God in the {ame 
manner with the Living; but from thence it follows 
not that their ſeparate Souls are aſleep, and deſtitute 
of all Senſe and Action; ſeeing the Souls under the 
Altar cry to God with a loud Voice, as obſerv'd 
before; and our Lord in his Prayer after his Farewel 
Sermon (Joh. xvii. 24.) ſays, Father, I will that They alſo 
whom thou haſt given me be with me where I am, that They 
may behold my Glory | conſonant to which the Apoſtle 
Paul ſays (2. Cor. v. 6.) knowing that whilſt we are at 
home in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord. 

a —_ III. Pythagoras 
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III. Pythagoras the Grecian Philoſopher and his Fol- 
lowers believe the Tran{migratton of Souls. He was 
an Egyptian Prieſt about 22 Years, till captivated by 
Cambyſes the Son of Cyrus, and ſent to Babylon; where 
being much converſant with the wiſe Men of Chaldea, 
and ſome learned Jews, he attain'd more Knowledge 
than any Grecian before him, and when return'd to 
Greece went into Italy, where he erected ſome Colleges 
of his Diſciples, and either taught them ſuch No- 
tions as he had pickt up in his Travels; or being a 
very vain, afluming Man, he began to raiſe new 
Fancies of his own, in order to differ from his Tea- 
chers the Egyptians, Fews and Chaldeans, and to be- 
come the famous Head of a new S, who among 
other things aſſerted, that after Death the Soul of a 
Man enter'd into another Body. He and his Follow- 
ers not having the Benefit of divine Revelation, or 
not willing to believe upon the Teſtimony of Moſes, 
or ſcorning to be taught by the Jews, whom they 
abhorr'd, (even tho' they were really taught by 
them) conld not, or would not let their Thoughts 
reach to the Creation of ſome one Firſt Man: Nor 
did their Philoſophy allow them to believe the Sort 
of Man to be Mortal, or the World to be Eternal: 
Jet fearing to allow one immortal Soul peculiar to 
each Man, leſt the Number of Souls ſhould be in- 
finitely increas'd, whence they apprehended the 
World's Eternity might be argued ; they rather choſe 
to believe, that after Death the immortal Soul paſs'd from 
one Body into another; and ſo to ſhun one Miſtake they 
ran into another, | 

But the ſame Reaſor and Philoſophy that kept Them 
from believing the World's Eternal Exiſtence, and 
taught them to believe the Immortality of the Soul, 
might, if duly cultivated, have led them to be certain 
that there was oze Firſt Man; tho having long forgot 
the religious Traditions of Noah, they might be igno- 
rant of Adam, who, according to God's written Word, 
is the very Firſt Man, And the ſame Reaſon might ts 
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alſo inform'd them, that the Number of Souls could 
not be infinitely increas'd, or that it is ſimply im- 
poſſible and againſt Reaſon. The primitive Chriſtians 
took pains fully to refute *this Error againſt the Hea- 
theas; nor is there any Sea or Denomination of 
Chriſtians that receive and propagate it, how erro- 
nous ſoever in other Points, they generally believing it 
to be contrary to Reaſon and holy Scripture, whereby we 
are well inſtructed that: every Soul will be rewarded 
in the other World according to their Works in this 
World, and that the Tranſmigration is oppoſite even to 
the divine Mercy, at leaſt to God's vindictive Juſtice, 
which diſpoſeth him to reward in the Body what has 
been tranſacted in the Body, whether good or evil; 
and that therefore to every humane Body there muſt 
belong one humane Soul that is peculiar to that 
Body, which at Death goes not 1nto another Body, 
but waits for the general Reſurrection. | 

Let this Error has been continually propagated, 
and is believ'd as a real Truth by many Millions, by 
molt of the Mahometans, and the modern Heathens; 
who, being Strangers to God's reveal'd and written 
Word, are the more ignorant of the groſs Conſe— 
quences of this Opinion that render it abſurd. For, 
were any of them ever ſo religious in their way, 
they can pretend to no more at Death than a whim- 
ſical faint Hope, that their Sul ſhall paſs into the 
Bodies of great or good Men, or perhaps of ſome 
harmleſs Animals; nor can they be certain of their 
not paſſing into the Bodies of the molt profligate, or 
the moſt wretched Men, or even of the vileſt Ani- 
mals. Nay, tho' they were certain of paſſing into 
the Bodies of Men as religious as themſelves, it is 
at beſt but poor Comfort to a dying Man, who, ac- 
cording to this Opinion, muſt be wholly deſtitute of 
the joyful Proſpe&s of a dying Chriſtian, that aſſuredly 
knows his Labour and Sorrow are now for ever at 
an End, that his Soul is taken away from the Evil to 
come, and ſhall thenceforward enter into Peace 
until the general Reſurrectiou. | Bur 
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But before this abſurd and comfortleſs Opinion 
was broached, our Doctrine ſeems to have been uni- 
verſally believ'd among the Heathen, of which we 
have a conſiderable Inſtance in the Days of Moſes, 
about 900 Years before Pythagoras vented his Tranſmi- 
gration: For old Balaam, the wicked Sooth-ſayer, or, as 
we call it, the Fortune-teller of Mefopotamia, being 
baffled in his vain Divinations by the Interpoſition of 
the God of Jſrael, (who gave him a Charge to bleſs 
that righteous and peculiar People, and permitted him 
not at all to curſe them, contrary to the vain Hope 
of King Balak) ſaid with earneſt Deſire, Let me die 
the Death of the Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his. 
Now we know that Moſes taught no Tranſmigration of 
Souls, but exhorted the 1ſraelites to be Righteous, to re- 
member their latter End, and apply their Hearts to Wiſdom, 
by the Hope of the heavenly Happineſs, as he alſo 
died in the Faith of it; and therefore we may juſtly 
ſuppoſe Balaam wiſh'd for it here, not being fo far 
degenerated from Noa, Religion as Pythagoras was, 
and being alſo at this time under the miraculous In- 
fluence of Almighty God. | 
IV. The next Error is that of many of thoſe 
call'd the Fathers, both of the Greek and Latin Chur- 
ches, who thought Paradiſe was a Place different from 
the Kingdom of Heaven; and however they difter'd 
in Style, they agreed to exclude the departed Souls of 
even the beſt Believers from the bliſsful Preſence of God un- 
til the Reſurreftion, and to thruſt them into certain in vi- 
ſible Receptacles appointed for them till that Day, without 
any Senſe of Joy or Grief (as ſome moderate alſo Secinians 
think) Many of them accounted the Paradiſe of the 
Martyrs to be ſublunary or earthly, and Abraham's 
Boſom to be a Country not in Heaven, but above Hel, 
where the Souls of the Juſt are ſomewhat refreſh'd un- 
til the Reſurrection; that the Souls of all the Patriarch: 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and of all true Believers, are ſtill only 
Expectants of the heavenly Glory; becauſe they ſay, 
tho the Soul is certainly immortal, yet without the Body it 
can neither be glorify d nor puniſh'd, _2?Tis 
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Tis true, It is uſually ſaid for their Excuſe, that 
they often write in dubious or ambiguous Terms, and 
might be led into ſuch Miſtakes by the heathen Philoſo- 
Phers, among whom they had been educated before 
their Converſion : Or by the millenary Opinion (which 
they ſoon embrac'd) of Chriſt's reigning 1000 Tears con- 
poreally with his Saints upon Earth, they might be prone 
to think their Souls could not be glorify'd till then. 
Or perhaps they only contended about the P/ace-of 
Happineſs, or the Degrees of Glory, aſſigning the 
higheſt Degree or the Viſſon and Preſence ot God only 
to the blefled Angels, without denying abſolutely the 
Blefledneſs of the Righteous immediately after Death. 
But make the beſt Apology for them you can, there 
1s nothing more certain than that they were often in- 
judicious, too fanciful and poſitive ; and thereby gave 
handle to the Papiſts and others in ſucceeding Ages to 
invent the like groundleſs Conceits, who therefore 
adore the Fathers, and triumph fooliſhly with a Scrap 
or Quotation from them, as if it was the infallible 
* of God, which is the only Rule of Faith and 
Life. | | * 
V. The Papiſts have diſcover'd three Places diffa- 
rent from Heaven and Hel, which we Proteſtants can- 
not find mention'd, or ſo much as imply'd in all 
the Book of God, viz. The Linibus Patrum, the Lim- 


bus Infantum, and Purgatory. They place Hell in the 
Center of the Earth, and Purgatory juſt above it, 


and the Limbus Infantum above Purgatory, and the 
Limbus Patrum above the laſt, or in the uppermoſt or 
outer Court, and next to the habitable Parts of the 
Earth : And affirm that all theſe Places are for the 
Puniſhment either of Loſs or of Senſe, either Tem- 
poral or Eternal: That the Limbus Infantum is for the 
Eternal Puniſhment of Loſs only, and the Limbus Pa- 
trum for the Temporal Puniſhment of Loſs only; 
that Hell is for the Eternal Puniſhment both of Loſs 
and Senſe, and Purgatory only for the Temporal Pu- 


niſhment of both Loſs and Senſe. 
| F t. The 
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1. The Limbus Patrum, they ſay, borders on Hel, as. 

the Seluedge (in Latin Limbus) borders on the Cloth, 
or as the Hem on the Garment ; where the Fathers 
or Believers under the Old Teſtament were detain'd 
until the Death and the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, but that it 
is now empty: And tho' it never was in Being, ſave 
only in their Imagination, and was invented only for 
ſupporting their Error about the Imperfe&ion of the 
Old Teſtament, yet they pretend to ſupport it by 
certain Texts of holy Scripture, ſuch as Heb. xi. 13. 
Theſe all died in Faith, not having received the Promiſes, 
but having ſeen them afar off and embraced them: Tho 
theſe Promiſes had no Relation to the heavenly Glory, 
but to the earthly Canaan, and eſpecially to the Incar- 
nation of the promiſed Meſſiah. So Heb. vi. 20. 
Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jeſus ; but 
tho' Chriſt is indeed the Forerunner, yet not with Reſ- 
pect to Time, but to Power and Merit; his Entering being 
the Cauſe of all Believers Entering from the Beginning 
to the End of Time; as He is in the ſame Senſe call'd 
the firſt Fruits of them that ſlept, the firſt born from the 
Dead, that in all things he might have the Preeminence : 
Not that before Chriſt none did riſe from the Dead ; 
but that he alone roſe by his own Power, never to die 
again, and 1s the Author and Pledge of all Believers 
Reſurrection. So Heb. ix. 8. The Holy Ghoſt thus ſigni- 
Vying that the Way into the Holieſt of all was not yet made 
manifeſt, while as the firſt Tabernacle was yet ſtanding : 
Not that the Holieſt of all was ſhut ; but only not ſo 
manifeſt, or ſo clearly reveal'd, and alſo not to all Na- 
tions, as under the New Teltament : It being then 
cover'd with Types and Shadows, which are now re- 
mov'd: Nor was it then made manifeſt by the actual 
Sacrifice of Meſſiah, as now; but only by the Efficacy 
of his Merit. Nor does the Apoſtle compare together 
the Times of the Old and New Diſpenſations, but the 
Moſaical Sacrifices with That of Chriſt, to ſhew that 
Thoſe could not open Heaven, but only This of which 
they were Types. Likewiſe 1 Pet. iii. 18, 19, 20, 
TON But 
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But Chriſt was quickned by the Spirit, by which alſo He 


 * went aud preach d unto the Spirits in Priſon, which ſome- 


time were diſobedient, when once the long Suffering of God 
waited in the Days of Noah: Whereas This can be 
nothing elſe but the Place of the fallen Angels, and 
of the ſeparate Souls of wicked Men, who are bound 
Somewhere in Chains of Darkneſs, and reſerv'd, as Crimi- 
nals are in Priſon reſerv d, until the general Judgment; 
not the Spirits or Hus of the Rigluecus, but of the Diſ- 
obedient, call'd by the ſame Apoſtle the H/orld of the Un- 
godly in the Days of Noah. 2. Pet. ii.5. for God {aid then 
by Noah, My Spirit ſhall not always ftrive with Man; and 
thus Chriſt (who is God) by the Spirit in his Prophet 
Noah, went and preach'd to thoſe Rebels, whoſe Spirits 
or Souls are now in Priſon ; and theſe are eſpecially men- 
tiond as being very heinous Offenders, and ſingular 
Examples of divine Vengeance. Alſo Gen. xxxvil- 35. 
Where Jacob, ſuppoſing Joſeph had been lain, ſays, 
for I will go down into deu Sheol ( which they 
rranflate Hell) anto my Son mourning: Whereas the 
Word Sheol is better tranſlated by us the Grave; for 
It trequently ſignifies Thar, or the common State of 
the Dead, Righteous or Wicked, as can be prov'd by 
many Texts of Scripture, as it is alſo moſt agreeable 
to Jacobs Intention. And Ja. xxxviii. 10. Hezekiah 
faid, in the cutting off of my Days I ſhall go to the Gates of 
Sheol, which they again tranſlate Hell; tho* their Lim- 
bus Patrum 1s not Hell, but the Gates or out Quarters 
of Hell: Whereas we more juſtly tranſlate it the Eraxe, 
the Gates, or the way of all Fleſh, as in Pſa. ix. 13. 
Thou lifteſt me up from the Gates of Death. Many of 
'em would have Abraham's Boſom to ſignify their Lim- 
bus Patrum, even tho' our Lord makes It and Hell to be 
Oppolite; for that the Rich Glutton ſaw Lazarus afar 
off, and between them there was a great Gulph; a me- 
taphorical Expreſſion of their utter Separation or 
everlaſting Diſtance, poor Lazarus being with Abra- 
ham in the State of Joy and Bliſs, and not in the Pur- 
lieus of Hell. Nor will they forbear to argue from 
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1 Sam. xxviii. and ſay, that the Soul of SAMUEL 
aſcending out of the Earth appeared to Saur. *Tis true 
lie is call'd Samuel atter the common way of ſpeaking, 
rho' it was not really Samuel, but ſome Evil Spirit 
perſonating him: For God having refuſed to anſwer 
Saul by any living Prophet, would not by a dead One; 
and this Apparition complains of being diſquieted, which 
Samuel could not be, and ſaid, To Morrow ſhalt Thou 
aud thy Sons be with me, which could not be; Saul being 
a wicked Man: Alto he ſufter'd Saul to adore Him, and 
inſtead of preaching Repentance, prompted Saul to 
Deſpair, which Samuel would not have done; nor 
could Samuel have come of his own accord, without 
conſenting to the black Arts of the Devil operating by 
à Mitch: Nor could he be forced to come; becauſe 
the Soul of a Righteous Prophet after Death cannot be 
under the Power of Demons: And if Samuel truly 
came, what became of him afterwards? did he again 
dic? where was his Body buried? or deſcended he 
alive into Limdbus Patrum, which they own is only the 
Receptacle of S, not of Bodies? Nor is it for their 
Purpoſe that he foretold Saul's Death, and other 
things ; for God might permit him to do That as a 

Judgment upon Saul. | 
Therefore the Papiſts have no Scripture Warrant 
for aflerting this Limbo, or Borders of Hell; nay, the 
Contrary is intimated to us: How from the Time that 
Death by Sin firſt enter'd into the World, the Bleſſed- 
neſs of the Righteous till the Reſurrection was pro- 
mis'd to the Patriarchs, who all died in the Faith of it, 
and no doubt tropk care to teach it among their other 
holy Traditions. Did not God promiſe to Abraham, that 
when he was to be buried, his Soul ſhould go to his 
Fathers in Peace. (Gen+ xv. 15.) and ſo when the Old 
Teftament Believers died, they were gathered to their People, 
zo their Fathers, as David pray'd, Pſa. xxvi. 9. Gather 
not my Soul with Siuners, not in any fictitious Limbo, 
but bring my Soul into the immediate and beati- 
fical Preſence of Ged, where the Souls of Believers 
are 
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are poſſeſs'd of that Fillneſs of Joy, and thoſe everlaſt- 
ing Pleaſures, which David ſpoke of when he typifyd 
the promiſed Meſſiah, and had the ſame time the lively 
Hope of being Happy before, and at, and after the 
Reſurrection: (Pſa. xvi.) As Job alſo hoped, when he 
had the believing Proſpect of ſeeing Chriſt in the Fleſh 
at the laſt Day, Ch. xix. For all the Old Teſtament 
Saints looked for a City not made with Hands Eternal in the 
Heavens, that hath a ſolid Frundation, whoſe Builder and 
Maker is God, into which their Souls at Death were im- 
mediately admitted; Thus Jacob, when dying in this 
Faith, could ſay with Joy, I have waited for thy Salva- 
tion, O JEnovan! and David, when afraid of being 
ſlain by the Plots of his Enemies, ſpeaks the Words 
that afterwards Chriſt ſpoke on the Croſs (Pſa. xxxi. 5.) 
into thy Hands I commit my Spirit | and our Lord preach- 
ing to thoſe that had only the Revelation of the O 
Tha, aſſures them (Luc. xvi- 22.) that the godly 
poor Man Lazarus his Soul was by the Angels car- 
ried ſtraight into Abraham's Boſom ; according to their 
Style, when ſpeaking of the departed Soul of a Righ- 
teous Perſon, (in Alluſion to the Cuſtom of the 
Ancients at Fealts, who ſat in ſuch a manner, as to 
recline each Man his Head upon his Neighbour's 
Breaſt when he pleas'd ; as St. John, ſitting neareſt 
Chrift at Table, is ſaid to lean his Head on Jeſus's 
Breaſt) and the whole Parable ſhews that therein our 
Lord deſcribes the heavenly Happineſs, which is in 
Scripture ſhadow'd forth by the Similitude of a great 
Feaſt with many Gueſts, as Chriſt fays, Mat. viii. 11. 
Many ſhall come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Nor ſhould we forget that the believing 
Thief Crucify'd with Chriſt was the ſame very Day 
admitted into Paradiſe, the heavenly Garden of Do- 
lights or the Place of Happineſs, according to Chriſt's 
Promiſe, To Day ſhalt Thou be with me in Paradiſe | and He 
was not detain'd till Chriſt's Aſcenſion. Nor can we ſup- 

pole that Maſes and Elias came from Limbus Patrum, but 
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from Heaven itſelf, to the high Mount at the Trans- 
figuration of Chriſt. Mat. xvii. 3. Nay, the Tenour 
God's gracious Covenant with the Believers of the 
Old Teſtament is plainly againſt this their Confine- 
ment in the ſuppoſed Limbo, and entitles them to be 
admitted into the bliſsfull Preſence of God, who pro- 
miſed to be their God, not for a Time only, but for Ever 
and Ever; nor is he the God of the Dead, but of the 
Living · Therefore they liv'd not in Limbo, but in the 
Place of real Happineſs, as is imply'd by the Promiſe, 
and confirm'd by Rev. xiii- 8. where Chriſt is called 
the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World ; or that 
from the Fall, the Merit of Chriſt's future Obedience 
was equally prevalent for all Believers under every 
Diſpenſation of the ſame One Covenant. Only the 
Souls that aſcended to Heaven before Chrift, did not 
find there the Incarnate Son of God, or the Redeemer in 
our Nature: God having reſerv'd ſome better Thing 
for us, that they without us ſhould not be made per- 
fect; tho' both are ſaved by the ſame Grace, by the 
fame Redeemer, by the ſame Faith: So that the Lim- 
bus Patrum, having no Foundation in holy Scripture, is 
a mere Fable, deſerves no more Regard than an La- 
chanted Iſland, and the Notions built upon it muſt fink 

with it. | 
2. The Limbus Inkantum with the Papiſts, is the 
next Court of Hell, made to receive Hans dying 
without Baptiſm, who, becauſe of original Sin (which 
they ſuppoſe is waſl'd away by Water Baptiſm,) are 
for ever ſecluded from the bliſsful Preſence of God; 
tho' not being Guilty of actual Sin, they ſuffer no 
Puniſhment of Senſe, and are not condemn'd to Hell 
Fire, but to this Place juſt under Limbus Patrum, 
whither the Fire of Hell does not reach, only They are 
fomewhat troubled for the want of God's gracious 
Preſence. For ſupporting this Error, they ſuppoſe, 
firſt, the Puniſhment of Senſe and of Loſs in Hell are 
ſo diſtin, that they may be ſeparately inflicted on 
different Perſons, which they can't prove, for that All 
in 
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in Hell muſt endure both: And their other Suppoſi- 
tion is alſo falſe, that original Sin alone, without 
actual Tranſgreſſion, deſerves only the Puniſhment of 
Loſs, but not That of Senſe ; for this has no Founda- 
tion in holy Scriptare, which declares that the Wages 
of Sin in general is Death, even of every Sin ; for that 
Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the divine Law. Some Sins, in- 


deed, by Reaſon of ſeveral Aggravations, are more 


heinous in the Sight of God than Others, and 
deſerve an heavier Weight of divine Vengeance ; as 
our Lord intimates when he tells us, that it ſhall be 
more tolerable in the Day of Judgment for ſome 
Perſons than for others: But the H/rath of God, or the 
Puniſhment both of Senſe and Loſs, more or leſs is en- 
tail'd upon every Sin, as contrary to his Goodneſs, 
Holineſs, and Law; and Chriſt ſuffer d for Original as 
well as for Actual Sin. 

This Error is grounded on another, viz. The abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of Water Baptiſm for Salvation, ever 
ſince the Pentecoſt next after Chriſt's Death, unleſs it be 
ſupply'd by great Vows, or by Martyrdom. But tho 
we Proteſtants own the Neceſſity of Water Baptiſm as 
an External Means of Salvation inſtituted by Chriſt, 
which God may uſe to convey his Grace, and cannot 
therefore be contemn'd or willfully neglected without 


Sin; yet we cannot believe it ſo abſolutely neceſſary, 


that Salvation cannot be obtain'd without it, and that 
Thoſe are ſecluded from the Kingdom of Heaven who 
are not baptis'd, tho' not by their own Fault ; be- 
cauſe the Grace of God is not, confin'd to external 
Signs, God having frequently beſtow'd it upon Per- 
ſons before they were initiated by any Sacrament, as 
Abraham, Jacob, David, Jeremiah, John Baptiſt, the 
Apoſtle Paul, Cornelius, and the Thief on the Croſs, 
who went to Heaven without Baptiſm: Nay, God 
has alſo deny'd his Grace to many baptized Per- 
fons, like Simon Magus, and Millions more, ſince his 
Time, of Hypocrites and Unbelievers. Nor was 


David's Child excluded from Happineſs, tho! it died 


before 
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before Circumciſion: (2 Sam. xii. 23.) And if that 
Sacrament was not abſelutely neceſſary, as appears by 
its not being perform'd for 40 Years in the Wilderneſs, 
and never till the Child was eight Days old, (which 
the Papiſts grant) ſo neither is Baptiſm; for we under 
the New Teſtament, the more gentle Diſpenſatjon, 
are not ſurely under harder Terms than the Old 
Teſtament Believers ; and our Infant Children before 
Baptiſm, have a Right in the Thing ſignify'd by it, 
even the general Promiſe of the Covenant of Grace, 
(AF. ii. 38.) upon which Account they are federally 
holy (1 Cor. vii. 14.) ſo that they cannot be excluded 
from Heaven by the want of Baptiſm ; eſpecially when 
it is not their own Fault: But the [zfants of Chriſti- 
ans are the Objects of Eternal divine Love from their 
Birth, and it is unreaſonable to make the Effect of 
that Love depend upon a Prieſt, or a Midwife, or any 
other Perſon, as it muſt, if Salvation depends on 
Water Baptiſm: but our Lord Redeemer ſuffer'd 
little Children to come unto him, laid his Hands upon 
them, and bleſs'd them; becauſe of ſuch is the King- 
dom of God, of which they cannot be deprived by 
wanting Water Baptiſm. Beſides that thus in the Day 
of Judgment, there would be ſome that are to ſtand 
neither at Chriſt's right nor left Hand, which is abſurd. 

Nor will holy Scripture help the Papiſts, alledging 
their Notion 1s grounded on the Penalty of the Law 
concerning Circumciſion, Gen. xvii. 14. the uncircum- 
ciſed ſhall be cut off from his People | which they think 
argues more ſtrongly for Baptiſm; for God ſpeaks of 
adult Perſons, as appears by the very next Words, 
He hath broken my Covenant : Nor are we certain whe- 
ther that Penalty ſignifies Temporal or Eternal Death. 
So Mar. xvi. 16. He that believeth and is baptized ſball be 
Javed ; tho' that is ſpoken of Baptizing the Nations, 
which muſt be at firſt of adult Perſons, and did not con- 
cern Infants until Churches were form'd ; for otherwiſe 
all /zfants dying without actual Faith mult periſh : *T'is 
true, Faith and Baptiſm are here put together ; but That 
cannot 
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cannot prove they are equally neceſſary to Salvation; 
for tho without Fuith we cannot be ſaved, we may 
without Later Baptiſm, as our Lord ſignifies in the 
following Words: But he that believeth not ſhall be dammed, 
without mentioning Baptiſm. But their mighty Text 
is Joh. iii. 5. Except a Man be born of Water and tie 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God: Tho' 
Hater here denotes not the Mater Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
That not being yet inſtituted ; but the Spiritual Ba 
tiſm, or the waſhing or cleanſing of the Heart by t 
holy Spirit of God ; that is, Except a Man be born of 
Spiritual Water, according to an uſual Figure of holy 
Scripture uſed by John Baptiſt, Mat. iii. 11. Chriſt 
ſhall baptize you with the holy Ghoſt, and with Fire, that is, 
with the Fiery Spirit, or the Spirit of God inflaming and 
purifying the Heart ; for the holy Ghoſt is ſhadow'd 
forth in Scripture by Water in both the Old and New 
Teſtament, when God promiſes to pour Water on him that 
is thirſty, and to waſh his People with clean Water, and to 
open a Fountain for Sin and for Uncleanneſs,particularly Joh. 
iv. 14. H/hoſoever drinketh of this Water that I give, ſhall 
never thirſt ; but it ſhall be in him a Well of Water, 
ſpringing up into everlaſting Life. Nor would our Lord, 
when reaching Nicodemus, begin with Baptiſm, that 
was not yet inſtituted, and of which it was no Crime 
in him to be ignorant; nay, Chriſt's Intention was 
to take him off from carnal Waſhings, and to teach 
him this Spiritual Waſhing, as abſolutely neeeſſary to 
Salvation; for being Born again, or from above, v. 3. 
is explain'd v. 6. by being born of the Spirit, and 
v. 8. where the neu Birth is compared to the Effect of 
Mind, which is not a proper Simile for Water-Baptiſim, 
but very proper for ſetting . forth the ſecret Operations 
of the holy Spirit: Beſides, their Senſe makes the Spirit and 
Mater of the ſame Neceſſity, which is abſurd ; and it is 
alſo a falſe Suppoſition,thatChriſtian Iafants, not baptiz'd, 
do not believe neither by themſelves, nor by others, nei- 
ther in the Act nor in the Habit; and that God cannot 
in an extraordinary way deal with them, eſpecially when 
G dedicated 
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dedicated to him by the Prayers of their believing Pa- 
rents, and of the Church, tho* Baptiſm could not be con- 
veniently had. | | 
3. Their Purgatory has no better Foundation, 
which they ſay is a Place under Ground, next to the Hell 


of the Damned, where the Souls of Believers after Death 


.that were not fully purged from Sin in this Life are kept as 


in a Priſon, and tormented with the Pains of Hell, but not 


ſo exquiſite as in Hell, zcr Eternal ; for that after they are 


purged from the Remains of Sin, and ſo have ſatisfied divine 
Juſtice for all Sin, They are at Length admitted. into 
Heaven. That none who die in great and deadly Sin, or in 
Impenitency, and none who diſbelieve this their Notion, have 


Admittance into this Purgatory, but are carried ſtraight to 


Hell, whence there is no Redemption, and that there will be 


a Period and final Eid put to Purgatory at the general Re- 
ſurrection. 


But tho by eſtabliſhing the Truth of Chriſt's ple- 


nary Satigſaction for all true Believers, and their com- 


pleat Pardon for his Sake, this Fiction is fully refuted; 
yet we further aflert, that the Scripture intimates only 


tuo Sorts of Men after Death, Believers, and Unbe- 
lievers, or the Righteous and the Wicked, (nor can 
ve rationally ſuppoſe a middle Sort) and only a twofold 


State of the Dead, That of the Bleſt, and That of the 


Damned, with a twofold Receptacle or Place for their 


| departed Souls, Heaven and Hell, and a twofold way 


thither, the zarrow and the broad Way. And whereas 


the Papiſts reply, that thoſe two Sorts of Men and Places 
will indeed only remain at the Day of Judgment, when 
. Purgatory is to be done away, they have not yet prov'd 
it: for if at the great Day the Fire of Purgatory is to 


"ceaſe, we cannot ſuppoſe ſt has yet a Being; becauſe 


divine Juſtice and Equity would not ſuffer many Thou- 


. 


ſand Souls, expiring ſome ſhort Time only before that 


Day, fo ſoon to get out of that Place, nor many Thon- 


ſands found alive at Chriſt's Coming to Judgment to eſ- 


cape Purgatory altogether ; ſeeing they are all as much 
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involved in Sin, and ſtand as much in need of Purgatory 


- 4 


as thoſe that have been incarcerated there ſince the 
Flocd 


(43) 

Flood. And if the Merit of Chriſt is efficacious 
enough to redeem the one Sort ſpeedily out of Purgatory, 
and to keep the Others altogether from it, why ſhould 
not that glorious Merit be as efficacious for thoſe 
Bleſſed Dead that died in the Lord from the Beginning, 
who can have no further Difficulties to undergo ; * 
their laſt Enemy is Death, and upon deſtroying him they 
enter into Peace, they paſs from Death to Life, are feaſted 
in Abraham's Boſom, are admitted into their Father's 
Houſe of many Manſions, not made with Hands, Eternal in 
the Heavens, and are bleſſed from this time of their 
Death? as our Lord ſaid to the believing Thief, Ta 
Dap Halt thou be with me in Paradiſe, This laſt 
Phraſe the Papiſts are willing thus to read, To Day 
(or at this preſent time) 7 ſay unto thee thou ſhalt be with 
me in Paradiſe, viz. after the Day of Judgment. But 
tis a fooliſh Evaſion, and contrary to the obvious Con- 
ſtruction of the Words which our Lord ſpoke in An- 
ſwer to the Words of rhe Thief, viz. Lord, remember 
me when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. 

Nor have the Papiſts any one Text of Scripture for 
this their beloved and profitable Error; tho', with 
Cotton the Jeſuit, they would gladly enquire of a 
Damon or Evil Spirit for but one Text that by Conſe- 
quence did ſupport it. But great is Truth, and it muſt 
prevail in ſpight of Hell and Rome. Their Arguments 
drawn from the Apocryphal Books are very weak ; but 
they come not under our Conſideration, who diſown 
the divine Authority of thoſe Books. They pre- 
tend alſo to argue from ſeveral Parts both of the Old 
and the New Teſtament ; ſuch as from the Mourning 
and Faſting of David, and of the Men of Jabeſb Gilead, 
for King Saul; as if thence it follow'd, that They alſo 
prayed for the Dead who were even in Purgatory ; and from 
David's Mourning for Abner : For their Conſequence 
has no Foundation, David having monrned to teſtify 
his Grief only, and that he had no Hand in that Mur- 
der, without the leaſt Hint of redeeming Abner's Soul 
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from Purgatory; and the Soul of Sau} expiring in 
Fu, could not be admitted into Purgatory : Nor is 
the leaſt Mention made of praying for the Souls of 
Saul and his Sms, when yet it is expreſly ſaid, the 
valiant Men of Jabeſb Gilead took their Bodies from the 
Wal of Bethſhan, brought them to Jabeſh, burnt them 
there, buried their Bones and Aſhes under a Tree, and 
faſted ſeven Days. So from Pſa. Ixvi- 12. We have 
paſſed thro Fire, and thro Water; becauſe, forſooth, 
Origen and St. Ambroſe expound the Water to be 
Baptiſm, and the Fire Purgatory. But ſurely David 
went not to Purgatory when alive ; for he ſpeaks in the 
' paſt Time, we have, &c. and ſpeaks not of the State of 
the Dead, but of the Living, that are exerciſed with 
many and divers Afflictions, repreſented here by Water 
and Fire. But upon the Authority of any one of thoſe 
called Fathers, they will argue from any Text where 
Fire or Burning is mention'd : Thus, from St. Auguſtin 
alone, they underſtand Purgatory to be meant in 
La. iv. 4+ When the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the Filth 
of the Daughters of Zion, and fhall have purged the Blood 
of Jeruſalem from the midſt thereof by the Spirit of Fudg- 
ment, and by the Spirit of Burning: Tho tis plain, theſe 
Words are not a Threatning, but a Promiſe ; and they 
alſo miſtake willfully the Purgatory meant by St. Augu- 
ſtin, or the final Couflagration, tho? neither is that the 
true Meaning of the Words. On Bals ſole Authority 
alſo, they argue from Ia. ix. 18. for Wickedneſs burneth 
as the Fire, it ſhall devour the Briars and Thorns, &c. Tho? 
tis plain the Prophet means by IVickedneſs, either the 
Sins of the Jews, or God's Puniſhing their Sins; but 
Iſaiah knew nothing of Popiſh Put gatorp, nor Slomon, 
when he ſaid, Eccl. iv. 14+ out of Priſon he cometh to 
reign : Nor Zechariah, Ch. ix. 11. as for Thee alſo, by the 
Blood of thy Covenant I have ſent forth thy Priſoners out of 
the Pit wherein is no Water, that is, ſay they, from 
Purgatory to Heaven : Tho' common Senſe will teach 
us that the Prophet intends literally the Reduction of 
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the Jews from Babylon to Jeruſalem ; and myſtically 
the Redemption of Believers by the MESS1Aan from 
Hell and deſerved Wrath, repreſented here by a Pit 
without Water. Nor Malachi, Ch. iii. 3. and he ſpall fit 
as a Refiner and Purifier of Silver, and be ſball purify the 
Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Silver : Tho' 
from the whole Context, by the Expoſition of theſe 
Words in the Evangeliſts Matthew, Mark, and Lake, and 
by the Conceſſion of Cardinal Bellarmin himſelf, the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of the Living only in that Place, and not 
of the Dead. | 

And tho' the New Teſtament affords no more 
Ground than the O/d for Popiſh Purgatory, yet the 
_ Papiſts will confidently quote our Lord Redeemer 
in Matth. v. 22. Whoſoever is angry with bis Bro- 
ther without a Cauſe, fhall be in danger of the Judgment; 
and whofoever ſhall ſay to his Brother, Raca, ſhall be in 
danger of the Council ; but whoſoever ſhall ſay, thou Fool, 
ſhall be in danger of Hell Fre. But the Papiſts ſuppoſing 
all theſe are Puniſhments after Death, conclude that 
of the three Sins here mention'd, the Laſt is only pu- 
niſh'd with Eternal Damnation, and the Other Tuo 
with lighter only and temporary Puniſhments ; and 
thence infer that ſome Souls after Death are ſo puniſh'd. 
Whereas their Inference is not ſolid, even tho' ſome of 
the Fathers were of that Opinion; nor does it hence 
follow, that there are any temporary and purgatory Puniſh- 
ments after Death: For it is a falſe Suppoſition that 


there are any ſuch Tranſgreſſions as deſerve only a 


temporary Puniſhment ; and Chriſt is only producing 
here the divers Degrees of thoſe Sins that go under the 
Name of Manſlaughter ; and the divers Degrees of their 
deſerved Puniſhments that were omitted by, or un- 
known to, the Phariſees, who thought that whoſoever 
ſhould kill, ſhould be in danger only ef human Jadg- 
ment, and underſtood not the Spirituality of the VI 
Command, that prohibits al Sorte of Murder, even That 
by the Heart or by the Tongue, as well as by the Hand, 

which 
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which have their ſeveral Puniſhments annexed here; 
but none of them are temporary : For our Lord, v. 19. 
expreſly ſays, whoſoever ſhall break One of the leaſt of theſe 
Commands, and ſball teach Men fo, he ſhall be called the 
Leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, or ſhall never enter into It 
really, for all his external Profeſſion : And the whole Con- 
text with the Current of holy Scripture teſtifies, that 
any kind of ſinful Anger, the firſt, ſecond, or third 
Degree of it, is of its own Nature deſerving of Eternal 
Puniſhment ; tho' that Puniſhment may be more or 
leſs intenſe, according to the Degree of the Sin, and 
tho* ſome of the Degrees of that Sin are more ob- 
noxious to human Cognizance than Others. | 
Nor are they leſs fond of Matth. xii. 32. Whoſoever 
ſpeaketh a Word againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall be forgiven 
him : but whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this Morld, no2 in 
the Mor id to come: For, ſay they, tis plain from 
hence, that Men are forgiven in the World to come, or 
in Pargatory : Whereas to be forgiven, and yet puniſhed, 
are inconſiſtent; and they forget that our Lord is 
ſpeaking not of venial Sin, but of ſuch heinous Sin as 
debars a Man for ever of the Privilege of Purgatory, 
according to their own Opinion. Chriſt indeed uſes 
this manner of Speech to aggravate the Sin againſt 
the holy Ghoſt; but they cannot prove that by the 
World to come our Lord meant the Time between a Man's 
Death and the general Judgment, It being always ex- 
preſſive of the Everlaſting State of the Dead; as our 
Lord ſhews us, Mark iii. 29. But he that ſhall blaſpheme 
againſt the holy Ghoſt, hath never Forgiveneſs, but is in 
Danger of eternal Damnation. | 
They likewiſe ſtretch the. Meaning of Luc. xvi- 9. 
Make to yourſehves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, that when you fail, they may receive you into everlaſting 
Habitations ; underſtanding Death by Failing, and by 
Friends, they mean the Saints who reign with Chriſt ; 
and from thence conclude, that Men after Death are 
benefited by the Prayers of the Saints in Heaven. But ſure 1 
fir 


(47) 


firſt View this appears to be a ſtrain'd Senſe, and con- 
trary to the obvious Meaning of the Words, in which 
the more honeſt and judicious Papiſts agree with the 
Proteſtants, vix. by the Parable of the unjuſt Seward, 
© who lookt out ſharp, and wiſely provided for the 
* Evil Day, our Lord awakens us to conſider, that 
* ſince we have been all unfaithful Stewards, and for- 
* feited God's Favour, we muſt ſhortly by Death be 
* diſcharged from our Sewardſhip, and give an Ac- 
* count of it ; and that therefore we ſhould provide 
for that Reckoning, by making good Uſe of our En- 
* joyments and Poſſeſſions in this World, making 
* Friends of the unrighteous Mammon, or uſing our 
© worldly Subſtance for the Honour of God, and the 
Good of God's Poor, however unrighteouſly It has 
* been acquired; that when we fail, or are eclipſed by 
„ Death, and all our worldly Comforts fail us, God 
« may regard our Acts of Beneficence to his Poor, not 
* as a Merit, but as a Recommendation for our being 
ce received into Heaven.” But what Relation has 

this to Purgatory ? | 
But they inſiſt eſpecially upon 1 Cor. iii. 15. F any 
Man's Work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs ; but he 
himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire! and all the 
Strength of their Reaſoning is in the Word Fire. But 
the whole Context is certainly allegorical, and a con- 
tinued Metaphor of an Arcbitett, that builds upon a 
good Foundation either durable Materials that will 
abide an accidental Fire; or ſſight and combuſtible Stuff 
that ſuch a Fire will conſume ; from whence the Papiſts 
cannot demonſtratively argue : Nor are they fair in 
taking the Word Fire in @ proper Senſe, v. 15, and in a 
Metaphorical Senſe, v. 13, tho' indeed the Apoſtle hints 
that it is Metaphorical, even v. 15, ſaying, 8 r d as, 
jet fo as by Fire. And it muſt be ſo; becauſe this 
Fire is to burn the Works, not the Workmen ; but no 
real Fire can conſume Religious Doctrines and Rites, 
as They own in their Defence of Purgatory, which 
they ſuppoſe to be a real Fire to puniſh the Horkmen, 
and 


do aſſent and conſent implicitly unto all the Fables and 
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and not the ZYorks Nor is the Fire of Purgatory for 
trying of Men's Works, or for bringing their Actions 
to the Telt, as This is here; but for puniſhing the 
Workers for venial Sins not pardon'd in this Lite ; 
whereas this Fire tries all Works good and bad with- 
out Diſtinction, or every Superſtructure good or bad, that 
is built upon the good Foundation, whether by the true 

or by the falſe Apoſtles and Miniſters: And ſurely the 
Papiſts will not preſume to ſay, that the true Apoſtles 
went to Purgatory, as neither do any true Believers ; 
Death being their /aſ# Enemy, and after him no Miſery 
or Pain can befal them: They mult paſs from Death to 
Life, even from henceforth, ſaith the Spirit, or from the 
time of their Death; becauſe, eſpecially, of the com- 
Pleat Satigfaction of the Lord MESSIAH to divine 
"Juſtice for all the Sins of true Believers ; alſo becauſe 
G 0D, for Chriſt's Sake, freely, fully, and for ever par- 
dons all their Sins, and accepteth of their Perſons as 
Righteous in his Sight : And becauſe at their Death 
they are all made perfect in. Holineſs, they mult im- 
mediately paſs into Glory, into the Society of the Souls - 
of juſt Men made: perfect, and ſtand in no need of any { 
Purgatory after Death. 

Thus the Papiſts Plrgatory is not ſo much as 
darkly hinted at in all the holy Scfipture ; nor can it 
be believed but by thoſe that think the Traditions and 
Decifions of the Church are the Rule of FAITITH as 
much as the holy Scripture : Theſe are indeed prepared 


* 


Crafes of the Prieſts, deviſed in the dark illiterate 
Ages, in order to keep the Chriſtian People in Igno- 
rance and Thraldom, and is with mighty Zeal propa- 
gated for the ſake of its vaſt Emolument. 

Let the learned Aſſertors of Purgatory, loth to part 
with the Argument wholly, will {till argue for, at 
leaſt, ſome Third State, or one beſides Heaven and 
Hell, from the Reſarrection of ſeveral Saints recorded beth 
in the Old aud New Teſtament ; and uſually ſay, where 
were their Souls after Death, and before they were 75 

call 
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tall'd to their Bodies? Noe ſurely in the Place of Damna- 
tion, from whence there is no Redemption : Nor in the 
Place of Bliſs ; for it were a great Puniſhment to call them 
from that glorious happy State, to enter into a finful State, 
and a frail Body of Death : Therefore they muſt have been 
in a Place different and diſtin from both. But t!.0' we 
cannot define the Place, it will not follow, that there 
is a third Receptacle for departed Souls ; for the Souls 
now. mention'd had not certainly took their laſt Leave 
of this World, and only departed to return; their 
Death was not unto Death, but for a Miracle to con- 
firm the Truth of Reveal'd Religion. Indeed the Pa- 
piſts will not allow them All to come into Limbus Pa- 
trum; becauſe that was lockt up at our Saviour's A, 
cenſion Nor could they have retired into Purgatory ; 
becauſe none ean get out of it until they have paid 
the utmoſt Farthing, which was impoſſible to be paid 
by theſe Souls, who ſtaid not there long enough for 
That, but ſoon return'd to their Bodies. Beſides, if They 
were holy Souls, according'to the Popiſh Doctrine, they 
ſtood in no Need of Purgatory. Nor yet do we 
affirm that they ſtill remain d in their Bodies, only without 
informing and influencing their Bodies (excepting Eutychus, 
Act. xx. 10. or any Others not quite Dead, but in a 
Trance, as they call it, tho' believ'd to be Dead by the 
People about em) becauſe they were truly reeall'd, 
their Bodies were raiſed from the Grave to receive them, 
and a real Separation is intimated: But tho' they 
were neither in Heaven nor in Hell, nor retain'd in a 
Place of peculiar Diſpenſation in an extraordinary way, until 
recall d to tranſact the Remainder of their Life and Work 
upon Earth; (which Laſt is modeſtly, by fome Proteſtant 
Divines, without any Relation to Pxrgatory, main- 
tain'd as a Thing not contrary to Hoh, Scripture, 
tho" not expreſly reveal'd; It being an extraordinary Re- 
ceptacle, and the Scripture taking notice only of the 
two ordinary Receptacles of departed Sozl.) yet, I fay, 
we know where thoſe ſeparate Souls were not, but are 


indeed uncapable at preſent to account for the preciſe 
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Place of their Reſidence during their Separation: 
Only we are ſure, the Creation is large enough for em, 
and the Almighty Gop able enough to retain Them 
Somewhere, until he thought fit to ſend *em back into 
their own proper Bodies, even tho' he retain'd them 
nor in Heaven, nor in Hell, nor in Purgatory, nor in any 
Place ever thought of by Mortals. 

N thus briefly examin'd the divers Errors con- 
cerning ſeparate Souls, and refuted them from the 
Word of God, the Certainty of the Righteous and 
merciful Man's entring into Peace, when he is taken 
away from the Evil to come, is apparent from what 
has been already ſaid according to holy Scripture, 
Thar intimates to us only two Places for ſeparate Souls 
departed, the One for the Wicked and the Unbelievers, 
commonly call'd Hell, (which is not immediately 
under my Conſideration) and the DPther for 
the Righteous and the true Believers, which I have 
handled already. 

But the Cextainty of it is alſo confirm'd by 
the Aſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, as 
our Fore-runner, is for mus enter d into the Peace that 
He purchaſed for himſelf, and for his Followers, the 
true Believers ot every Age, who at laſt are made 
Partners of his Mediatorial Glory, and of which they 
are now well ſecured by the whole Mediation of M = s- + 
STAH, both in his State of Humiliation and Exaltation; 
likewiſe by the Tenour of the Covenant of Grace, 
wherein God has promiſed to be their God for ever and 
ever; and by the certain Accounts we have recorded 
in. holy Writ of the Cloud of Witneſſes gone before 
us, who all died in the Faith, were gathered unto their own 
Sort of People, or the departed Souls of their godly 
Progenitors, were carry'd into Paradiſe, or the imme- 
diate and beatifical Preſence of God, with the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who by Promiſe has engaged his Ho- 
nour, ſaying, where 1 am, there ſhall alſo my Servant be : 
And, Father, I will that they, whom thou haſt given me, be 
with me where I am: They were clothed upon with the Houſe 
ſrom Heaven, the Building of God, not made with Hands, 

Eternal 
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Eternal in the Heavens, were brought to the heavenly Mount 
Zion, unto the City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem, and to an innumerable Company of Angeli, to the ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Church of Feſus Chriſt who is the Firſt 
Born, the Members of that Church being written in 
Heaven ; and to God the Fudge of all, and to the Spirits or 
Souls of juſt Men made Perfect. 

Theſe are indeed Arguments only with us Chriſtians, 
who believe the Bible to be the written Mord of God; yet 
very pregnant ones, more eſpecially with thoſe who are 
prepared for the heavenly Happineſs by God's Work of 
San#ification, who are daily, more and more, dying 
unto Sin and living unto Righteouſneſs ; being con- 
formed to Chriſt in the Likeneſs of bis Death and Reſur- 
rection, and having alſo been honour'd with the pe- 
culiar Evidence of their Adoption, the ſealing and 
witneſſing of the Holy Ghoſt, which is beſtow'd 
upon them as an Earneſt of the Inheritance: for when 
the Spirit of God once teſtifies, not without, but with 
our own Spirits, that we are the Children of God, we 
may warrantably conclude, that if Children, then Heirs, 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt; and upon 
ſolid Ground we may triumph, ſaying, Mo, or What, 
ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt ? ſball Tribula- 
tion or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution or Famine, or Nakedneſs, 
or Peril, or Sword? for I am perſuaded that neither 


Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Pow- 


ers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, 
nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate us from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord. It is not with them a poflible thing only or 
dubious, or only probable upon Conditions ; for they 
are perſuaded of it as of a thing moſt certain, and 
are infallibly ſecured of it againſt all Events : There- 
fore they have often long'd and groan'd for it, as a 
Priſoner for a Deliverance, praying to be diſſolved, and 
to be with Chriſt, which is far better than to remain 
in the Heß; tho' they will patiently wait God's time, 
having this Peace and - Foy ſer before Them to encou- 
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rage them to run with Patience the Race that is ſet before 
them; and to fay joyfully at Death, Into thy Hands I com- 
mit my Spirit, Thou haſt redeemed me, O Jehovah the God 
of Truth ! I will fear no Evil in the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death ;, becauſe thou art with me] I have fought a good 
tight, I have finiſh d my Courſe, ] haue kept the Faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs ! 
J am to be remoyd from the Evil to come, and now to 
euter into Peace. | 


III. The third ſpecial Advantage that follows the 
Death of the Righteous here expreſs'd is, They 


ſhall reſt in their Bede. This may be un- 
derſtood 


Either as a further Expreſſion of their perfect 
Peace and Reſt from Labonr, like Men who, having 
finiſh'd their Work, chearfully go to Reſt in their 
Beds; ſhewing that the Happineſs of Believing Souls 
departed is true and undiſturbed Reſt. 

Or rather It points to the Privilege of the Bodies 
of Believers in the Grave ; ſhewing that the Grave 
is no Puniſhment to them as it is to the Micked, 
not a Priſon to Them, but a Bed of Reſt; for as There 
the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, ſo There the Weary 
are at Reſt. For underſtanding this, I ſhall conſider 
how | | 

The Scinians affirm, that the Saints departed hqve no 
Exiſtence ; that indeed their Souls are preſeru'd, tho' wholly 
wſeleſs and ſenſeleſs ; but that their Bodies are annihilated ; 
and that therefore, at the Reſurrection, new Bodies will be 
created for all ſeparate Souls, But They ſhould firſt 
fro that Death is a Paſſage into Non- Exiſtence, which 
They cannot prove; tor, according to all other 
Philoſophers and Divines, Death is only the Separation 
of the Soul from the Body, call'd boch by the Philo- 
ſopher Plato and by the Apoſtle Paul a Diſſolution, 
by which the Union of Soul and Body is broke; but 
neither of em are annihilated, che Soul returning 2 
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God who gave it, and the Body to its Principle the 
Earth. It is call'd 2 Pet. i. 14. a putting off the Body 
or Tabernacle of Fleſh, and 2 Cor. v. 1, the Diſſolution 
of the earthly Houſe. But when an Houſe is demoliſh'd, 
the conſtituent Parts of it, or its Materials are not 
annihilated. Nor can the Scinians prove that the 
Reſurrection is in holy Scripture deſcrib'd as a Creation 
of a new Body from nothing ; for Dan. xii. 2. it is call'd 
an Awakening from ſleeping in the Duſt of the Earth; and 
Joh. v. 21, 25. it is expreſs'd by God's quickning or 
enlivening of the Dead, and by their hearing Chriſt's 
Voice, and living or reviving. So Rom. viii. 11. He that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 
Bodies: And Phil. iii. 21. Chriſt ſhall change our vile Bo- 
dy, that it may be faſtioned like unto his glorious Body: So 
I. Cor. xv. 53. For this Corruption muſt put on Incorruption, 
and this Mortal muſt put on Immortality. In ſhort, it 
is often ſaid that God ſhall raiſe the Dead, but never 
that He ſhall then create new Bodies of nothing: But what- 
ever is raiſed and revived is certainly not annihilated. 
Nay, the Language of the holy Scripture concer- 
ning Death is alſo contrary to this Error of the Soci- 
niaus; for when our Bodies are ſaid to return unto the 
Duſt, their Matter is preſerv'd, tho' not their Form; 
Duſt being ſtill ſomething real: And when our Bodies 
are ſaid to ſee Corruption, They are not annihilated, but 
their Matter is exiſting ſtill. So when our Bodies are 
ſaid to ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth, and to reſt in their 
Graves, as in Beds, until the Reſurrection; for a Non- 
Entity or Nothing cannot be ſaid to ſleep or to reſt : 
When our Bodies are ſaid to be ſown at Death like 
Seed in the Ground in order to a Reviving; for what is 
ſown, and in due Time revives, is not annihilated. 
Nor have the Scinians any Thing to offer from holy 
Scripture that can ſupport their Notion; for thoſe 
Texts, that mention the Dead as if They were not or 
did nor exiſt, are to be underſtood with reſpe& to 
the whole Man, and not to the ſeparate Parts 1 a 
pb yt | n, 
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Man, particularly not to the Body. Indeed They are 
not in our Land of the Living, amongſt the Mortals in 
the Church militant, worſhipping with Them, acting 
Faith and Repentance and comforting their Friends; 
as the Scope of thoſe Texts will diſcover : but nothing 
is intimated of Non- Exiſteuce or Annihilation. And 
tho' we are taught that in the Reſurrection we are to 
receive other Bodies, They are only to be different as 
to Qualities, not as to Subſtance ; for this Corruptible is 
to be raiſed and to put on Incorruption, and this Mortal 
Body is to put on Immortality; therefore it is not 
annihilated. —— Nor will thoſe Words avail them 1 
Cor. xv. 50. Now this T ſay, Brethren, that Fleſh and 
Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God ; from whence 
They conclude, that our Bodies are annihilated ; becauſe, 
ſay they, the Apoſtle {peaks plainly and ſimply of Feb 
and Blood: For it is a falſe Aſſertion, the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking not of fmple Fleſh and Blood, nor as to its 
Subſtance, but as to its Quality, or of finful and cor- 
ruptible Feb and Blood; as the next Words teſtify, 
wiz. Neither doth Corruption inherit Incorruption : No, it 
muſt be changed into ever during Subſtance, and this 
Corruptible muſt put on Incorruption: Nay, by af- 
ſerting this Change, the Apoſile virtually refutes the 
Annihilation contended for. — And ſurely They are 
hard put to it, when they build upon 2 Cor. v. 4. 
We in the Tabernacle (or now alive) do groan, being 
burthen'd, not for that we wonld be unchath'd, but 
cloathed upon, that Mortality might be fwallow'd up of Life : 
Hence, ſay they, it appears that our mortal Bodies will 
be fſwallow'd up, and are not everlaſting: For the Word 
cloathed upon imports ſomething exiſting that is cloathed 
upon, even our old corruptible Bodies that are to be 
cloathed upon with Incorruption, and a Non-Entity 
or a Nothing cannot be cloathed upon : Therefore to 
be ſwallow'd up, here, is not the Annihilation of the 
Subſtance, but the Change is only of its Qualities ; for 
the very ſame Body, that was ſown in Diſhonour, Weak- 
neſs and Corruption, will, for Subſtance, be raiſed, tho* 
in Iucorruption, Glory, and Power ; ſo that tho* Worms 
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will deſtroy and ſwallow up out Bodies, yet in our 
Fleſh we ſhall ſee God our Redeemer at the laſt Day, and 
our Eyes ſhall behold him. — Nor will their Error be 
ſupported by 1 Cor. vi. 13. Meats for the Belly, and 
the Belly for Meats ; but God ſhall deſtroy both It and 
Them; from which they infer, that if the Belly is de- 
ſtroy'd, ſoris alſo the Body: For the Word to deſtroy 
(Karapyew) in the Original, does not always import an 
aboliſbing of the Subſtance of a Thing, much leſs its An- 
nihilation ; but generally it is expreſſive of Changes 
in the Thing's State or Uſe, or Efficacy, or Operation, or 
the like only. f And therefore the Belly is here fore- 
told to be deſtroy'd, not by Annihilation, but by Cor- 
ruption ; not with reſpe& to its Subſtance, but to its 
Uſe and Wants in this mortal Life ; for if the ſame 
numerical Body ſhall be raiſed from the Dead, it mult 
be compleat, and not without the Belly: And ſeeing 
we muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, we 
muſt certainly appear whole, not wanting any Part 
of the Body, tho' every Part ſhall not have the ſame 
Uſe and Wants as here on Earth. Nor can the Ad- 
verſaries juſtly ſay, that the Apoſile's Argument wonld not 
be concluſive, if the ſame Body for Number and Kind was 
raiſed, while the ſame Meats are not: For there is no 
Occaſion to raiſe up the ſame Meats, becauſe the Belly 
or the human Body having ſpiritual Qualities, will not 
then ſtand in need of Earthly Meats. 

Thus you ſee what Pains' they are at in wreſting 
the holy Scripture for their Purpoſes ; and being the 
3 profeſs d 


+ As Luk. xiii. 7. Cut it down, why cumbereth it the Ground? 
Rom. iii. 3. Shall their Unbelief make the Faith of God @vithour 
Effect: And v. 31. Do we then make void the Law ? Gal. iii. 17. 
that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none Effect: Ch. v. 4, 11. 
Chriſt is become of none Effect unto you, or ye are diſcharged 


from Chriſt—Then is the Offence of the Crols ceas d. Eph. ii. 1 5. 
Having 2boliſbed in his Fleſh the Enmity: And in this ſame Eipſtle 


1 Cor. xiii. 8, 10.——But whether there be Prophecies, they hl 


fail whether there is Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſb away. — But 


when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
Part ſhall be done away. 
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profeſs'd Enemies of the Doctrine of Chriſt's Satig« 
tacton, for Sin by his Obedience, they artfully ad- 
vance the Efficacy of his Reſurreion above That of 
his Death, affirming that by Death he paſs d into Non- 
Exiſtence, or was Annihilated, and by his Reſurrection 
He return'd into the State of Exi/tente ; that while under 
the Power of Death his Soul was indeed preſerved, 
but his Body was nothing, like all other Men's Bodies 
when dead. But without conſidering their Motives, 
we charge em to prove that God will ever Amihilate 
the Subſtance or the Matter of any Thing, and that 
there is any Ground for it, either in Philoſophy or di- 
vine Revelation: And "tis plain by their Annihilation, 
they virtually deny a real Reſurrection, inſtead of 
which they dream of a real Creation at the laſt Day. 

But nothing is more amply reveal'd in ſacred Writ 
than a real Reſurrection both of the Juſt and Unjuſt, 
that all Adam's Race may ſtand before the univerſal 
Judge: And therefore the Subſtauce of Men's Bodies 
are not annihilated, bur preſerved in the Grave or in the 
common Maſs of Matter until the Reſurrection; when, 
by the Almighty Power of Gcd, their Subſtance ſhall be 
ſifted from the common Maſs,in order to be revived with 
unſpeakable Advantage. 

This general Point then, that Death is only the 
diſſolving of the Union between Soul and Body, and not 
the Annihilation of Either, equally concerns both the 
Righteous and the Wicked; tho' indeed Annihilation 
would be moſt deſireable to the Y/icked, as the Belief 
of it would deliver them from the Fear and Horror 
of an after-Reckoning, for all the Deeds done in the 
Body, at the awful Tribunal of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
before which they muſt all appear in the Day of the 
general Judgment : Whereas Annihilation can afford no 
Comfort to the Righteous, who are of all Men the moſt 
miſerable, if in this Life only they had Hope in Chriſt. 

But the Righteous Man hath Hope in his Death, and his 
Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in Hope; for in holy Scripture Belie- 
vers are ſaid to fall aſleep when dying, and - the 
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Grave to fleep in Jeſus, and to reſt from their Labour. 
T herefore as Death is a real Puniſhment to the 
Wicked, their Bodies or Duſt being kept in the Grave 
as in a Priſon under the Sentence and Curſe of the 
Law, to be raiſed at the laſt Day by the Almighty 
Power of God, in order to be puniſh'd with ever- 
laſting Torments : So Sin, the Sting of Death, being 
taken away from the Righteous by God's gracious Par- 
don thro* the Merit of Chrift ; their Death is no Pu- 
niſhment, and their Bodies are not Priſoners, not under 
the Curſe of the Law, but reſt in their Graves as in 
Beds. They are indeed blended with common Matter ; 
but, by Virtue of the myſtical Union, they have a 
ſpecial Relation to Chriſt their Head and Husband, 
as well as their Souls; and that Union be ing ind iſſolva- 
ble, they ſtill remain that part of Matter which is 
related to Chriſt and to the Members of his mſtical 
Body; their Duſt is ſacred and bleſſed, however mingled 
with the other Parts of Matter, and is certainly 


under the ſpecial Care of Chriſt, who will ſee It forth- 


coming at the Reſurrection ; ſo that while the Souls of 
Believers at Death enter into Peace, their Fleſh or 
Bodies reſt in Hope, as in Beds, until that glorious Day. 
Thus I have ſhewn that the Death of the Righteous is 
diſfereuc d from That of Others, by the ſpecial Advantages 
that attend it, and are conſequent of it. 
And now I come to the Third General, viz. 


III. That we ſhould lay to Heart and ſeriouſly confider the 
Death of the Righteous and merciful Man for ſeveral 

goed Ends. 
In bandling which I ſhall 

1. Shew the Import of this Duty. 

2. Its Evidence and Reaſonableneſs. | 

3. And ſome of the Ends of it, or a few Leſſons we 
may learn from the Leath of the Righteous. 


1. The firſt is the more conſiderable, that People 
are apt to run into Extremes, to lay the Death of the 
I Righteous 
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Loſs to their Friends, to the Church, and to the World. 
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Righteous too little, or elſe too much to Heart. Indeed 
Theſe laſt are not here complain'd of. by the Prophet, 
tho* ſmartly reprehended in other Places of holy Scrip- 
ture, for fainting under the Rebukes of Providence, 
and for lamenting over the Dead like ſuch as have 
no- 'Hope, contrary to the Goſpel: For Their un- 
warrantable Practice 1s repugnant to the Doctrine 
and Practice of Reſignation to the Will of God in 
his Providence, which is eſpecially recommended in 
the Goſpel. And yet, tho' we are convinced by Rea- 
fon, that the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of Righteous 
and Merciful Men cannot exempt them from the 
Scroak of Death, that God's Counſel ſhall ſtand, and 
He will do all his Pleaſure, that none can ſay unto 
God, What deſt Thou? we are not ſo reſign'd to the 
divine Will as we ought to be, nor even as we find 
good Men have been in former Times, who could 
ay from the Heart, J EHovan giveth, aud JEHoOvan 
taleth away, and bleſſed be the Name of ]JEnovan! 
Who under all their grievous Troubles did not ſin by 
charging God fooliſhly; or if They did, They ſoon 
mourned for. it as their Infirmity, and recover'd the 
free Exerciſe of their Graces; being fully convinc'd 
of their Error as rebellious and ſinful, fooliſh and 
dangerous, very unprofitable, very hurtful, moſt un- 
like cheir Profeſſion, and the Example given by the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

But the Others, that lay the Death of the Righteous 
too little to Heart, and deſpiſe the Chaſtening of the 
Lord, are in the Text reprov'd: The Righteous periſh, 
and no Man layeth it to Heart (ſaith the Prophet in Com- 
pariſon, that is, very few) and merciful Men are taken 
away, none, or very few, conſidering duely of it. Now 
this Complaint implies the Duty, viz. that their Death 


ſhould be laid to Heart and confider'd more than the Death 


of others; the Import of which conſiſts in /amenting their 
Death, (tho* with Reſignation to the Will of God) or 
in being ſeriouſly affected with it, as with a very great 


1. To 
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t. To their Friends it is a great Lofs ; for the Righre- 


ou, Man periſheth as to us, and the Merciful Man is 


taken away from us: eſpecially if their good Conver- 
fation was uſeful and edifying to all Acquaintances or 


common Friends, and if they liv'd to the Comfort of 


their ſpecial Friends, who might think ic a real Honour 
to have ſuch Kinred as were alſo the Kinred of Chriſt ; 
and if They were fit to adviſe us in Matters either 
of Chriſtian Experience ot of human Prudence with 
Integrity and Frankneſs: but their Death is a very 
great Lofs to theſe Friends that taſted of their Good- 
neſs and Beneficence. Tis true, every Rigl teous Man 
has not an Opportunity and Capacity of appearing a 
Merciful Man; yet his Uſefulneſs otherwiſe, his pious 
Example, his wholeſome Counſels, his effe ctual fervenr 
Prayers, his chriſtian Sympathy, render his Death a 
more conſiderable Loſs to Friends and Relatives than is 
generally believ'd even by thoſe Friends, for Want of 
due Conſideration. 


2. It is alſo a great Loſ to the Church, Catholic or 
Particular. Indeed the vue Catholic Church, or All 
that profeſs to be Chriſtians of every Denomination, 
are not duely ſenſible of ſuch a Loſs: but the invifible 
Catholic Church, or all true Believers, real Chriſtians, 
truly Righteous and Merciful Men (who are beſt known 
to God, and are often miſtaken by and inviſible to 
the World) They have a ready Diſpoſition to love 
and eſteem all ſuch as are reputed Righreous and Mer- 
ciful, however diſtinguiſh'd by Names and Parties : For 
ſuch loving him that begat, They muſt love thoſe 
that are begotten of him; They love God, and mult 
therefore love his Image, his Children, his Servants, 
and will even be duly affected at their Death, as at a 
gefteral Loſs to Religion. But if the Deceas'd agreed 
with us in the ſame Sentiments, and joyn'd in the 
fame Way of worſhipping and ſerving God with us, 
as the Members of the ſame particular Churches ; we 
cannot, ſure, forbear Regretting-and Mourning at their 

] 2 Depar- 
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Departure by Death, not upon their Account, who 
have enter'd into Peace, but for the Loſs we ſuſtain 
by it, being depriv'd of their edifying Communion, 
Counſels and Prayers; eſpecially if They ate remov'd 
from us at a Time when Hereſy, Hyocriſy and Iumo- 
rality abound. And if they were Eminent for exem- 
plary Piety, for ſupporting and maintaining the Goſ- 
pel, or for its Defence, for feeding oft over-ſeeing the 
Church of Chriſt, for educating young Miniſters, or 
for teaching the great Truths of Chriſtianity, and for 
refuting and convincing the Gainſayers, Cc. their 
Death is ſtill the greater Loſs to the Church. 


3. And tho' worldly Men either do not ſee it, or 
will not own it, the Death of the Righteous is alſo 
a Loſs to the World: for upon their Account the 
World is continued and preſerv'd from the final Con- 
flagration and Diſolution; becauſe how ſoon God has 
accompliſh'd the Number of his Ele&, He has done 
with the World, and will ſend the Mediator to judge 


and condemnit. They are the Salt of the Earth, the 
Lights of the World, for whoſe Sake God beſtows ma- 


ny Bleſſings on the Places where they reſide; even 
one Righteous Lor kept up God's avenging Hand 
from deſtroying the whole Vale of Siddim, until he 
was removd thence ; and for one virtuous JOSE H's 
Sake, his Lord Potiphar greatly proſper'd: ſo for the 
Sake of his peculiar People, God has afforded to all 
Nations Rain from Heaven and fruitful Seaſons, fil- 
ling their Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, and has 
prelerved ſome whole Nations from utter Ruin. 
Therefore Foaſh King of 1ſrael, viſiting Eliſbab the 
Prophet on his Dearh-bed, wept over his Face, and 
faid, Oh! my Father, my Father ! the Chariots of Iſrael 
and the Horſemen thereof ! (as Eliſhah had formerly ſaid 
of Elijah, when He enter'd into Peace in a triumphal 
Chariot of Fire) importing that the 1ſraelites, who ge- 
nerally fought on Foot, wanted no other Charts and 
Horſemen than ſuen an eminent Prophet, or that by his 
| Intereſt 
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Intereſt in Heaven, He was as uſeful to {-ae! as an 
Army of Chariots and Horſemen, 

Thus we have all Reaſon to bemoan our Loſs: 
And our Grief may be ſignify'd by our external Deport- 
ment, mourning Apparel, and other Uſages, of 
which we have many Examples in holy Scripture : Bur 
the Signification of our Grief ſhould be managed 
with Prudence, and according to the decent Cuſtoms 
of every Nation, and People's various Circumftances. 


2. I ſhall briefly ſhew the Evidence, or the Reaſonable- 
neſs of thus laying to Heart and confidering the Death of 
Righteous and Merciful Men. I ha ve hinted This in what 
has been ſaid already of their Uſefulneſs in their 
Day and Generation; and if we conſider the intrinſick 
Worth and Excellency of the Righteous, it will far- 
ther appear; for in God's Account They are more 
excellent than others, being born from above, the 
Children of God by ſpecial Adoption, the Brethren of 
Chriſt, and Candidates for Heaven, inſpir'd with the 
moſt generous Principles, and abounding in the Graces 
and Comforts of God's holy Sy 1Ki1 r, which are the 
beſt Riches, however poor and deſpis'd They may 
be in the Sight of thoſe that cannot diſcern the 
Things of God aright: And to be ſure, if their 
hidden Worth was truly known, all Men of Senſe 


and Ingenuity would own them to be the Excellent of 


A aka and would lament their Death as a great 
Loſs. 

Nor does it leſs appear by the many great and pre- 
cious Promiſes that God has graciouſly made in his 
written Word to Them, even with reſpe& to this pre- 
ſeat L:ife, too many to be now rehears'd ; beſides the 
Promiies in the Text of being deliver'd from all Evil, 


ot entring into everlaſting Peace, and of reſting as in 
Beds when they die. | 


But the Point is enough eſtabliſh'd by this Complaint in 
the Text of People's not laying to Heart the Death of the 
Righteous: For God is juſtly offended when the ice 

of 
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of his Rod is not duely heard and regarded, nor the 
Intentions of it anſwer'd. Tis true, he is much more 
diſpleas'd when his Witneſſes are mnrder'd, and when 
wicked Men rejoice over the Death of the Righte- 
ons; but even when He removes the Righteons ac- 
cording to the Courſe of Nature, God will be dif- 
pleas'd, if They at leaft, that make a ftri& Profeſſion 
of Religion, are nor laying It to Heart: Becavfe fuch 
Deaths require ſerious Attention, and our Neglect of 
it is a ſhrewd Evidence of Inad vertency and Want 
of Thought; like little Children, that leaſt lament the 
Death of their Parents, as not underſtanding their 
own Loſs, or not thinking of it at preſent. Nor will 
They fo eſcape neither; for their Neglect will be in- 
rerpreted a Shghting or undervaluing of God's peculiar 
People, who are his Portion and Inheritance, and the 
greateſt Bleſſings of Society; whereby He will juſtly 
be provoked to remove them All, or moſt of 'em, 
from the Evil to come, from the approaching over- 
flowing Calamity, as it fared with the Jews before 
the Captivity, who were therefore abandon'd to their 
own Ways, and filled with their own Devices, 


3. I ſhall conſider ſome of the Ends of it, or a few 
Lelſons that may be learnt from the Death of the Righte- 

ous. 
1+ The firſt Leſſon is, Mark the perfe Man, and be- 
hold the Upright, the Righteous and Merciful Man ; 
for the End of that Man is PEACE. If you mark him 
in his Circumſtances, you may find him often afflicted 
and under many Tryals in this State of Probation ; 
which are wiſely and kindly inflicted in order to re- 
claim him from Sin, to wean his Heart from the 
World, to teach him to depend on God himſelf, to pray 
more tervently and effectually, and to excite his longing 
for everlaſting Peace. If you mark him in his Life, you 
may perhaps diſcover many Failings and Imperfections 
in him, Follies and Sins, frequent Falls and Miſ- 
carriages; tho' at the ſme Time many Virtues alſo 
and 
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and Excellencies, leading a Life of Faith and Holinefs 
under all his Diſaſters, being able to ſay with the 
Church (Pſalm xliv. 17. &c.) AU this is come upon ur, 
jet have we not forgotten Thee, nor dealt falſely in thy Cove- 
nant, Cc. You will find him ſupported by the Power 
of ' God, and-enabled by the Grace of God, by pre- 
ſent Comfort, by future Hope to perſevere in the Pro- 
feſſion and Practice of Chriſtianity, holding on his 
Way rejoyeing. 

But tho' you behold him in his Circumſtances and 
Life with Regret ; if you take a u View of him and 
trace him ro his Covert, if you mark tne Man to his 
Exit out of Time, you muſt conclude that his End 
is Peace : For he dies in Peace with God, being juſtity'd 
by Faith in Chriſt; and in Peace with his own Conſci- 
ence, rejoycing in the Hope of the Glory of God: 
Nay, ſuppoſing He ſhould be ſuddenly taken away 
from the Evil to come, yet He ſhall enter into Peace; 
becauſe his ztereſt in Chriſt is not then to commence, 
and the Fuundation of God ſtandeth ſure, His Purpoſe 
of Love is eternal, and Chriſt will never loſc any one 
Member of his Myſtical Body. I ſay, mark him to his 
End, and you'll find, that however irkſome and in- 
cumber'd his Way was, He enter'd at laſt into ever- 
laſting Peace, and that the Day of his Death was better 
to him than the Day of his Birth: For at his Birth 
his Soul was clog d with the Burden of Original Cor- 


ruption, and He was uſher'd into a World of S and 


Sorrow ; his Birth Day, however ſojemniz'd by his Pa- 
rents, introduc'd him upon the Stage of Tryals and 
Temptations of all Sorts, ro be a Wreſtler, not with 
Fleſh and Blood only, or Creatures like himſelf, but 
with Principalities alſo and Powers, with the Rulers of 
the Darkneſs of this World and ſpiricual Wickedneſſes. 
Whereas at Death He was freed from the Bondage of 
Corruption, had no farther Cauſe for the old Com- 
plaint, Oh! wretched Man that I am ! who ſhall deliver 
me from this Body of Death? Nor did his Cares, Vexa- 
tions and Sorrows go with him into the other 1 ; 
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They reach'd not beyond the Grave, where the weary 
is at Reſt; and being mercifully taken away from the 
Evil to come, his Wreſtling or Warfare 1s tor ever at 
an End, and his Faith is now finiſh'd and ſwallow'd 
up of Viſion and Fruition. 

He was alſo born to Uncertainty, neither He nor his 
Parents knowing what ſhould be his Lot, or how He 
ſhould conduct Himſelf in the World; for judicial 
Aſtrology is a vile Impoſition on the ignorant Part of 


Mankind. But He died not uncertain, having not only 


the Promiſe of God to depend upon, but perhaps 
was honour'd with ſome ot the firſt Fruits of the 
heavenly Canaan, and had a View of Heaven before 
Death, as Moſes had of the holy Land from Mount 
Piſgah; and was thus enabled to triumph in an Hour of 
Death, with Job, David, Paul, and others mention'd 
in holy Scripture; knowing in whom he had believ'd, 
and that He was to enter into Peace until the Time 
of the Reſtitution of all Things. 

Beſides that after he was born, He had his Fame 
or good Name to purchaſe among Men: But at his 
Death he had acquir'd it, and the Lamentations of his 
Friends are ſo many Encomiums of him : Nay, his 
Death is envied by all thoſe that ſay in their Hearts, 
Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and let my laſt End 
be like his; ard ſuch an one has been praiſed after 


Death more than ever in his Life, and that too with- 


out the Imputation of Flattery. 


2. Another End is to warn us by ſuch a ſpeaking 
Diſpenſation of Providence: For the Friends of the 
deceas'd, and all Men too, are thus put in mind of 
Mortality, and are ſeaſonably warned to prepare for 
Death like Men truly righteous and merciful as above 
deſcrib'd, to be always reſign'd to the Will of God, 
and ready upon his Call to remove hence; for None 
have here an abiding Place. The Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity are alſo warned of ſome divine Chaſtiſement, 


perhaps of a deſolating Stroak, for their woeful Dege- 
ner acy 
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xeracy, if Repentance and Reformation prevent it 
not; As before the Jeuih Captivity, God warned that 
Church of it, by removing the far greater Part of the 
Righteous from the Evil to come, as an evident Sign 
of the ſaid approaching Evil. Nay, the World, oc 
They that are not of the Church, or ſuch as are 
Enemies 20 the Power of Gallineſi and the Praflice 

Chriſtian Piety, are likewiſe warned, by the Deat 

of the Righteous, to prepare for a Tem wal fad 
ment, or a Stroak in this Life: For tho the Righ- 


teous God has reſerved moſt Things to the Judg- 


ment of the Great Day, when, there ſhall be a. viſible 
and eternal Separation of the Rig.reous from the 
Wicked ; He has yet gone forth in this Life againſt 
his incorrigible Adverſaries ſometimes, in order to 
eſtabliſh his own People's Belief of a future general 
Judgment, and to convince all Men, that verily there is 
a Reward for the Righteous, and that he is the God who 
Judgeth in the Earth : For when God ſhall cut off the 


' Righteous, He will not ſurely ſpare,the Wicked, ac- 


cording to the divine Threatning, Excl. xxi. 3, 4. 
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3. We are alſo here inform'd of the lamentable Exit 
of thoſe that are not Righteous and Merciful * For it muſt 
be the Reverſe of the Other. The Righteous ſhall enter 
into Peace: But draw near hither (ſaith the Prophet in 
the following Words) ye Sons of the Sorcereſs, the Seed of 
the Adulterer and of the Whore ! againſt whom do you 
ſport your ſelves and draw out the > LS ? Are you not 
Children of Tranſgre(ſ;on, a Seed of Faljhood ? Your End 
muſt be Deſtruction, if you continue to glory in your 


Shame: For the ſtrict Juſtice of God will be glorified 


in the Damnation of the finally Impenitent and Unbe- 
lieving; as your Doom is formally determin'd in other 


Parts of Scripture. Therefore, as it is better for a Righ- 
 reous Man to die than to be born, or he is teally hap- 
pier at his Death than at his Birth, it is worſe for you, 


that either can haye no Hope in your Death, and ar 
beſt are ouly like thoſe that jump into a dark Place ; 
elt are 0 | * ne 
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or if you come to be enlightned on a Death-Bed, You 
will be apt to depart in Horror and Deſpair, forced 


and drove off the Stage, and not taken away from the 


Evil to come, but rather drag'd as Criminals into it, 
not entring into Peace, but lying down in Sorrow ; for 
there is no Peace to the Wicked, ſaith my God (as this 
Chapter concludes) and your ſeparate Souls muſt be 


baniſh'd from God's bJ;ſ5ful Preſence, perhaps into the 


horrid Society of the Demons, or the fallen Angels, with 
whom, it is moſt likely, they reſide, wherever it is, 
until the Reſurrection; becauſe after That, we are 
certain, They are all to be everlaſting Companions. 
To whom then can you flee for Help at Death > Can 
your Friends help you with their united Powet, 
Honour, Wealth, Wiſdom, Leatning, and all other 
ſuppoſable Advantages? Can you keep off the Evil 
Day, or bid Defiance to Death, that will take no 
Bail, nor wait one Minute for your Preparation? Will 
He not forthwith tumble your Bodies into the Grave, 
to be detain'd Priſoners there, inſtead of reſting as in 
Beds, even rho' your ſurviving Friends ſhould afford 
them a ſplendid Funeral and a ſtately Tomb? for (as in 
the Parable, Luke xvi.) tho' the rich Glutton cloathed 
in Purple and fine Linnen, that fared ſumptuouſly every 
Day, was no doubt buried ſumptuouſly; yet he 
enter d not into Peace. Acquaint therefore yourſelves 


with God in Time, and be at Peace, that fo Good may 


come unto you, and that at Death you may with the 
Righteous eſcape the Wrath to come, and enter into 
Peace. | 


4. And is not true Religion thus recommended as 
the One Thing needful, the better Part that can never be 
taten from us, but goes with us into the other World? 


For if the Righteous proves the wiſeſt Man at laſt, 


certainly his Choice muſt be eſteem'd the moſt excel- 


lent; for all is well that ends well. Nay, even 
while Believers are travelling Home thro' this World, 
their Praſpect of entering into Peace is à conſtant 


Spring 
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Spring of Comfort to 'em under all their Tryals and 
Afflictions, and is a ſtrong Encouragement of their 
Faith, invigorating alſo their Obedience, whether 
in Doing or in Suffering the Will of God; That alone 
being enough to make *em rejoice in Tribulation : 
And tho' They are ſorrowful, ſometimes, for very 
good Reaſons, yet ARE are always rejoycing in the 
Hope of the Glory of God, of which They are fo 
well ſecured; being confident They ſhall be taken 
away from the Evil in God's good Time, and then 
ſhall enter into Peace. Many wicked Men acknow- 
ledge This on a Death-Bed, and all of em will be 
forced to own it at the laſt Day, and to wiſh, tho' in 
vain, They had been among the deſpiſed and perſecu- 
ted People of God upon Earth. 


5. We ſhould lay it to Heart, in order to enquire 
how to make up the Breach, and to fill the Room of the 
Righteous departed. Sometimes indeed This is im- 
practicable; whereby ſuch a Death is the more to be 
lamented, as an irreparable Loſs: but when the 
Thing is feaſible, it ought to be ſeriouſly confider'd 
by ſurviving Friends, even for their own Intereſt ſome- 
times, and in order, eſpecially, to preſerve Religion 
among us, and to tranſmit it to our lateſt Poſterity in 
its Purity and Power: For the Want of uſeful Per- 
ſons to fill up the Vacancies of the Dead has occaſion'd, 
not only the Decay, but even the total Defacing and 
Extirpation of Chriſtianity in many Parts of A/ia 
and Africa, where many famous Churches formerly 
flouriſh'd- We ſhould therefore uſe all proper Means 
to make up ſuch Breaches in Families or Churches ; 
eſpecially, we ſhould be ever importunate with God 
in Prayer, that he would be graciouſly pleas'd ta qua- 
lify by his Gifts and Graces, and to ſend forth in 
his Providence, Perſons proper for ſupplying the Pla- 
ces of the happy Deceaſed. TOY | 
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6. In order to imitate the Righteous and Merciful 
Man, following his Faith, and conſidering the End of 
his Cotiverſation, we ſhonld certainly lay his Death 
ro Heart: In order, I fay, to imitate him both in 
his Faith and Holineſs. In his Faith, not to caſt 
away our confident Profeſſion or Confeſſion of out 
Faith or Chriſtian Doctrine, but to hold it faſt, and 
to keep that Hold againſt all Temptations to the 
Contrary, as our belt Treaſure; and the Spring of all 
practical Religion; eſpecially when the Faith once deli- 
ver d to the Saints is flatly deny'd, and oppos'd with 
Bitterneſs, by Men able to deceive (if it were poſſible) 
the Ele& Themſelves; and to lead them aftray from 
Truth: Then, indeed; we ſhould even contend ear- 
neſtly for the Faith (as the Cloud of Witnefſes above 
did while here below) for every Part of divine Re- 
velation, according to the Ditections of God's Word; 
particularly for the more important and fundamental 
Truths of the Goſpel, that are controverted for the 
Time being; and ſo to hold faſt our Profeſſion with- 
out Wavering, without Doubting, without Dally ing 
with Erroneous Perſons, and with their Tempting us 
to Apoſtacy. | | 

And alſo in order to imitate him in his Holineſs and 
Good Works, in his chriſtian Converſation, as far as 
He was a Follower of Chriſt; for Chriſ is the only 
infallible living Pattern; Righteous and Merciful 
Men deceasd being our Patterns, not in their 
Failings, Short-comings, Faults and Tranſgreſſions, 
but in their Righteous and Merciful Diſpoſition, and 
ſvitable Converſation and Practice, or as They re- 
ſembled the Lord Chriſt, 

Thus we ſhall happily follow Him alſo in his 
Exit or Departure out of Time, and with him ſhall 
enter into everlaſting Peace. 


7. Laitly, we ſhould alſo conſider it with hum- 
ble Thankſgiving to God, on account of the Righteous 
departed in the Faith; becauſe, as we juſtly ſay, 1 
N Loſs 
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Lofs is his Gain, He being taken away in Mercy 
from the Evil to come, and happily enter'd into Peace. 
It is not therefore enough for us to be reſign'd to the 
Will of God upon his Removal, however dear to us 
but we have juſt Reaſon to praiſe Almighty God, for 
taking unto himſelf the Soul of our departed Friend 
in the Hope of Reſurrection ro Eternal Life, thro' our 
Lord Jeſus ChrifZ ; for bleſſed are the Dead who die 
in the Lord, even ſo, ſaith the Spirit; that They may 
teſt from their Labours, and enter into Peace, and 
riſe again at laſt in Incorruption, Power and Glory. 
Nor is this Thankſgiving at all inconſiſtent with our 
laying to Heart his Death; for while we juſtly bemoan 
dur own Loſs, we may well praiſe God for his Gain 
and Glory. | 

I mean, the late Reverend and Learned My. WIII I- 
AM LoRIMER, upon whoſe Account this Sermon 
was preach'd: The making an honourable Men- 
tion of him in this Manner was by an Accident 
omitted by a more proper Hand ; Therefore as He 
was one of my ſpiritual Fathers, always my cor- 
dial Friend, and left in his Will a Legacy to the Poor 
of this Church; I thought ir my Duty, eſpecially 
having the Conſent and Deſire of ſome of his Friends 
and mine, thus gratefully to /ay to Heart and confider the 
Death of his Righteous and Merciful Man. | 
Ihe following Account of his Life I gathered, partly 
from himſelf (for being my Townſman, and One of the 
Miniſters that Ordaiu'd me, I had ſometimes the Happ 
heſs of his free and edifying Converſation) and partly 
from others, particularly the Reverend Mr. Foe 
Evans, his intimate Acquaintance. 

Mr. WIILIA LORIAuEHR was born at Aberdeen, 
in January 1640-1, of honeſt and reputable Parents in 
that City ; was educated there, and took his Degree of 
Maſter of Arts in Mariſchall College of that Unrverfiey, 
when He apply'd himſelf to the Study of Theology. Af- 
ter the Reſtoration, he came to London, Anno 1664, and 


liv'd 
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hv'd with his Unkle Mr. Lorimer, a confiderable Mer 
chant and Citizen, all the time of the Plague; daily 
frequented the Library of Sion- College, and attended 
the Weekly Lectures of Doctor Anthony Walker, then 
Miniſter of Aldermanbury Church, which he preach'd 
there during the Contagion; of the Seriouſneſs, and 
Uſefulneſs of which Lectures, Mr. Lorimer often ſpoke 
with great Pleaſute. | | 
Tho” he had no Dillike of the Principles and Way 
of the Presbyterians, yet then apprehending Conformity 
to the Church by Law eſtabliſh'd to be merely lawful, 


and not having any Proſpe& of Uſefulneſs in the Mi- 


niſtry in any other Way, as the Times then went ; He 
ſatisfied himſelf to conform, receiv'd Orders from an 
Engliſh Prelate, and became Curate to the Incumbent 
at the Charter-houſe, London, whoſe Piety and Mode- 
ration Mr. Lorimer often ſpoke of with much Reſpe&. 
He was then inſtituted to a Vicarage in Sex, where 
he ſet himſelf to do what Good he could to his Pa- 
riſhioners; but within a Year after, being led occa- 
fionally to think of his Oath of Canonical Obedience 
to the Biſbop, he apprehended it to imply his Appro- 
bation of the Canons af the Eſtabliſh'd Church as Lici- 
ta & Honeſta, Lawful and Good; and upon a Review of 
the ſaid Cauons, being intirely diflatisfy'd with ſeveral 
of 'em, he thought himſelf oblig'd to renounce his 
Conformity, and to quit his Living; which he did ac- 
cordingly, and join'd himſelt ro the Noxconformiſts 
at a very unpromiſing Time. He continued in 
the ſame Sentiment concerning the Import of the Oath 
of Cauonical Obedience to his dying Day: When he ſug- 
geſted this Thought to his Brethren, Mr. Baxter (with 
whom he was very intimate) ſeem'd ſurpriz d at it, 
and at firſt could not think it a juſt Sentiment, and a 
good Ground of Noxconformity ; (as Mr. Ollyf has ſince 
contended) But upon Conſideration, Mr. Baxter came 
intirely into the ſame Opinion, and accordingly inſiſts 
largely upon that Argument, in his Book call'd Eng- 
liſh Nonconformity ſtated and argued. | 

| Not 
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Not long after he had thus diſſented and withdraw n 
himſelf from the Eftabliſhment, he travell'd beyond 
Sea; was much converſant with the Proteſtant Churches 
of France before the Perſecution became violent, and 
he was famous among the learned Men of their Univer- 
18 fities. A little before his Return, he had the Courage 
to engage in a Solemn Diſputation, at Paris, with ſome 
of the more eminent Popiſh Clergy, againſt whom he 
prov'd,before noble Witneſſes and very competent Judges, 
That the Church of Rome was guilty of damnable Idolatry; 
and his Adverſaries being highly provok'd, dar'd him 
to give it under his Hand: Upon which, with a ſhort 
Pauſe, and looking up to Heaven, he refolv'd upon all 
Hazards (as he expreſs'd it) to bear his Teſtimony to 
the Truth; and ſo having forthwith wrote his Propoſi- 
tion, with his Arguments and Proofs, he ſign'd it betore 
them all, and deliver'd it to his Antagoniſts : But his 
Friends perceiving the Rage and Craft of his Enemies, 
and being afraid of ſome ill Conſequence to him (the 
Perſecution being then begun) wiſely importun'd him 
to change his Lodgings, and ſoon to retire out of 

France. | 
When he return'd to England, he again frankly join'd 
the Nonconformiſts, even when they were grievouſty per- 
ſecuted, and cordially ſhar'd with them in that Per- 
ſecution: And while he refuſed good Offers of En- 
couragement, and diſregarded the Proſpect of Promo- 
tion in the National Church of Englaud, he took up with 
being the Chaplain of Eſq; Hall, at Harding near Hen- 
ley upon Thames, and preach'd to the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters in thoſe Parts at all Hazards, until the Revolution, 
Anno 1688. After which Period, he preach'd to a 
{mall Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters at Lee, near 
Eltham in Kent, tor ſome few Years ; was much reſpe&- 
ed by the Eminent Nonconformiſts of London, for his In- 
tegrity and great Learning; and his excellent Charac- 
ter reaching into Sand, where the Presbyterian Church 
was again by Law eſtabliſh'd, He was call'd, Anno 1695, 
to be a Profeſſor of Theology in the Univerſity of St. An- 
drews. He 
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He went thitherward as far as Edenburgb, but could 
not go further; becauſe &. Andrews was ſhut up, by rea- 
ſon of a Diſtemper that was believ'd to be contagious, 
and drove the Students to other Univerſities : And be- 
ing alſo himſelf in a very ill State of Health, he return d 
to Loudon, to the Regret of that Univerſity, and of the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, before which 
reverend Auditory, as alſo before the Ld. High Chancel- 
lor, the Lords of the Privy Council, the Judges, and other 
chief Magiſtrates, with many of the Nobility and prin- 
cipal Gentry, he preach'd at Edenburgh : and while Mr. 
 Hikenbead was try'd and condemn d for blaſphemaus 

Atheiſm there, Mr. Lorimer particularly dealt with him 

in Priſon as a Miniſter, with ſo much good Succeſs (as 

other Miniſters had done) that the ſaid unhappy Gen- 
tleman: became a great Penitent at his Execution. | 

Upon his Return to England, he was call'd to be 
One of the chief Profeſſors of a conſiderable private Aca- 
demy near London; where he labour'd much in the Edu- 
cation of Youth, and particularly of many Miniſters, 
of whom there are not a few {till alive; but he retir;d 

from that Employment many Years before he died. His 

Learning, Experience and venerable Age did re- 

commend him {ometimes to moderate at Ordinations, 

and he was often choſen to preſide in the Tryals of 

Candidates for the Miniſtry : Having no Paſtoral Charge, 
he aſſiſted his Brethren; upon Qccaſions, in preaching 
and adminiſtring the Sacraments ; and at laſt He died 

in'the:82d Year of his Age, at Hanton near Lo N DON, 
on the 27th Day of October, 1722, with an unſpotted 

Character, belov'd:and highly reſpe&ed by All that 
knew him, for his exemplary Piety, Modeſty, and Self-de- 

nial, as well as for his Learzing. He told Mr. Euan, 
in his laſt Sickneſs, That he knew not the Time when he 
began to be religious (having been pious from his Childhocd) 
and thnt for many Tears paſt, he had an undoubting Perſua- 
fan of his, own Sincerity, aud of bis Title to a future, Hap- 
Ning. He always diſcovered an holy Zeal for thꝗſe 
Truths eſpecially that were the Controverſy of the Day, 

naving 


1 


having judiciouſly oppoſed, with good Succeſs, firſt the 
Errors of the Antizomians, - and of ſuch as ſeem'd 


to lean that Way; and lately thoſe of the Socinians, 


Arians, and other Enemies of the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty; having particularly eſtabliſh'd one Clergy- Aan of 
the Church of England (that was intimately acquaint- 
ed with him) in the Orthodox Faith, and reclaim'd 
another that was ready to embrace thoſe old Errors, which 
are lately furbiſh'd up and publiſh'd as a New Scheme, 
And tho' he was not perfect, or without Faults; as 
there is no juſt Man that doth Good and ſinneth nor x 
Yet one may aſſuredly ſay, he had as few Faults and as 
few Enemies, as any Man, of a Publick Station, that 
liv'd in our Time; inoffenſively paſſing thro? the World, 
and having his Converſation much in Heaven, until be- 


ing taken away from the Evil to come, He enter d into Peace, 


He had no Family, and liv'd upon a ſober Compe- 
tency of his own, without being beholden to any. ; and 
as he was a righteous, he was likewiſe a merciful Man: 

or he was not only charitable to his Relations; but 
when the Society in Scotland was form'd for the Erecting 
of Schools in the Highlands, he gave Fifty Pounds Ster- 


ling towards that laudable Undertaking : He left a- 
bout 2000 Books for poor Miniſters and young Stu- 


dents of the Presbyterian Denomination in England ; and 
about 800 Books to Mariſchal College in Aberdeen, with 
an Exhibition of $ver Pounds per Annum, to educate 


2 young Student in the ſaid College for ever. He be- 


queathed alſo Twenty Pounds to the Poor of the City of 
Aberdeeu, and Twenty Pounds to the Poor French Refugees, 
at the Diſcretion of the old French Church in Thread- 
needle-ftreet London; Five Pounds to the Scots Corpora- 
tion in London; Seven Pounds Ten Shillings to the Scots 
Church that meets at Founders-Hall in London ; and 


Sven Pounds Ten Shillings to the Scots Church that meets 
in Swallow-ſtreet, St. Fames's, Weſtminſter; That is, to 


poor Scots People of thoſe two Churches as receive no 

Relief from the Scots Corporation: Beſides handſome 

Legacies to his Kindred both in England and Scotland. 
L 
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He was decently interr'd, according to his own Direc- 
tion, in the Pariſt-Church of St. Margaret Pattins in 
Rood-Line, where his fore-ſaid Unkle was interr d. 
Many of his beſt Manuſcripts are loſt, and many He 
deſtroy'd himſelf a little before his Death ; bebaut He 


had not Time to finiſh'em : and the few that eſcaped, 
in the Hands of his Executers, are not perfect, tho ve- 


ry curious, viz. ſome Philoſophical and Theological Diſ- 


ſertations ; as, 


—* An Liberum arbitrium in meri ad utrumlibet Irs 


&* diferentia conſiſtat? = | 
* An clara & diſtincta Perceptio, ſola per ſe, fit cer- 
« tx Veritatis KpiTypicy? | 
—< An Quantitas continua fit diviſibilis in Iafmitum ? 
* An Lumine Naturz, ſeu Ratione naturali, probari 
e poſſit, Mundum regi Dei Providentid ? 

— * Quis fit Senfas communis iſtius Axiomatis, viz, 
« Actiones ſunt Suppofitorum ? 

—< An Suppoſitum Creatum, vel Perſona creata, alis 
cc quid reale poſitivum ſuperaddat Naturæ five Subſtans 
4 tiz ſingulari completæ ? g | 

An Suppoſitum Increatum, vel Perſona Increata ali- 
*« quid reale poſitivum ſuperaddat Subſtantiæ ſingula- 
ce ri completz ac Intelligenti? 
—*<© An Anima Rationalis Originem ducat a Parenti- 
© bus per Traductionem, an a Deo per Creationem ? 


* An detur Peccatum Originale, atque in quo con- 


« ſiſtat ? 


-—* Quomodo formandi ſunt Conceptus noſtri de De- 


* cretis Eleftionis & Reprobationis ? 
— © Quomodo Abrahamo intallibiliter certum & evi- 
* dens fuit, Revelationem ipſi factam, de immolando 


« Filio, fuiſſe Reyelationem vere Divinam, & non Dia- 


& bolicam Tentationem? | 
— * Exercitatio Theologica de Deo. 


— © Diſcurſus Academicus de Fidei Regula & ſacræ 


« Scripture Authoritate, Coram illuſtri Univerſitate Sant. 


© Andreana recitandus , ubi 8. Theologia Profeſſor 
* Inaugurandus fuit Author“. 
A Learned 
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=. Learned Engliſh Diſſertation in Anſwer to Mr: 


NE. explaining the Terms uſed in the Arian Contro- 
te verſy, and eſtabliſhing the Orthodox Faith. . 
He printed alſo a few little Books, that diſcover his 
Learning, Judgment and Piety, vix. | 
Anno 1695. His Apology for the Miniſters who ſub- 
{cribed unto the Stating of the Truth and Errors of 
Mr. Daniel Williams's Book (call'd, Goſpel Truth ſtated) 
from the Exceptions made againſt them by Mr. Robers 


Trail. in 4to. 


Anno 1696. Remarks on Mr. Goodwir's Diſcourſe 
of the Goſpel ; proving that the Goſpel- Covenant is 
a Law of Grace, anſwering his Objections to the 
contrary, and reſcuing the Texts of Holy Scripture and 
many Paſſages of Eccleffaſtical Writers, both ancient 
and modern, from the falſe Gloſſes which he forces 
upon Them. in 40 ee 

Anno 1713. Tuo Diſcourſes againſt Deiſm, and 
ſome other dangerous Errors. The One ſetting forth 
the true and only Way of obtaining Salvation. The 
Other ſhewing Y/hen and How all ought to reverence 
Teſus Chriſt the Son of God, and Saviour of Men. 
Re- printed Aano 1721, with a ſhort Poſtſcript rela- 
ting to the Revd, Dr: Z/hitby. in 8 vo. | 

Anno 1718. A Diſcourle on the Death and Reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, as They are to be affectionately remem- 
ber'd and conſider'd in their mutual Reſpe& to one 
another, and practically improv'd to God's Glory, 
and People's Edification in Faith, Holineſs and Com- 
fort. in $96 | i F 

Anno 1719. A plain Explication of the firſt Eighteen 
Verſes of the firſt Chapter of the Goſpel written by 
St. John, with ſhort Notes and Obſervations on the 
ſame. To which is annexed a ſcriptural Demonſtration 
of the true Deity of the Eternal Word our moſt bleſſed 
Lord Jeſus. In Confirmation of what is briefly obſer- 
ved and inferred from the firſt four Verſes in the fore- 
going Explication ; wherein, what was before printed 


to this Purpoſe in the ſecond Diſcourſe, is more fully 


vindi- 
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* * vindicated from fuel FAM as night epi 


inſt it · Occaſion d by the © Revd, Dn LAs 
Soren Bab of the Trinity. With an Appendix 
"the foregoing Soriptural Domonſtration. in 8 ui 

Anno 1722. A Fazewell Sezmon to hd 
Eiftvi on, and the Wo BÞ. All ſold by Mr, 

d. . 

Alſo formerly, He princed a Book concerning che 
Authority of the five Books of Mos'ts. 


980 


May we all endeavour to fotlow Him as He 
follow'd Chriſt, that when by Death we are taken 
away from the Evil, we may allo enter into Peace. 
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